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INTRODUCTION

Name

This Slrah has been named after Prophet Hid whose story has
been related in vv. 50-60.

Period of Revelation

If we consider its theme deeply, we come to the conclusion that it
was revealed during the same period as Sirah Yinus and most probably
followed it immediately.

Subject

The Strah deals with the same subject as Stirah Ytnus, that is,
invitation to the Message, admonition and warning, with this difference
that the’ warning is sterner. This is also supported by a Tradition:

It is related that after its revelation, once Hadrat Abl Bakr said
to the Holy Prophet, “Of late I have been noticing that you are growing
older and older. What is the cause of it 7" The Holy Prophet replied.
“Surah Hud and the like Starahs have made me old.” This shows that it
was a very hard time for the Holy Prophet and these stern warnings
added greatly to his anxieties that were caused by the persecution from
the Quraish, who were doing their worst to crush down the Message of
Islam. For it was obvious to the Holy Prophet that the last limit of the
respite given by Allah was approaching nearer and nearer, and he was
afraid lest the term of 1he respite should expire and his people be seized
by the torment.
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The invitation is this: Obey the Messenger of Allah; discard
shirk. and worship Allah and Allah alone: establish the entire system of
your life on the belief that you shall be called to account in the
Hereafter.

The admonition is this: Remember that those people who put
their faith in the outward appearance of this worldly life and rejected the
Message of the Prophets met with dire consequences. Therefore you
should consider it seriously whether you should follow the same way
that history has proved to be the path to ruin.

The warning is this: You should not be deluded by the delay in
the coming of the punishment: it is because of the respite that Allah has
granted you by His grace so that you might mend your ways: if you do
not make use of this opportunity, you shall be inflicted with an
inevitable punishment that will destroy you all except the Believers.

Instead of addressing the people directly, the Qur’an has used the
stories of the people of Noah, Hud, Salih, Lot, Shu‘aib and Moses to
achieve the above-mentioned objects. What is most prominent in their
stories is that when Allah passes His judgement on the people, He does
not spare anyone whatsoever, even if he be the nearest relative of the
Prophet of the time. Only “that one is rescued who had believed in the
Prophet, and none else, not even his own son or wife. More than that:
the Faith demands from each and every Believer that he should totally
forget his relationships when that judgement comes and remember only
the relationship of the Faith. For it is against the spirit of Islam to show
any regard whatsoever for the relationships of blood and race. And the
Muslims demonstrated these teachings practically in the Battle of Badr,
four years after the revelation of this Surah.
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Verses: 123 Revealed at Makkah
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

Alif Lam Ra. It is an Edict' whose contents have been made 1-4
firm and issued in detail’ by the All-Wise and All-Aware: (it is this):
“You should worship none but Allah—I am indeed a warner and also a
bearer of good news from Him to you—And you should ask forgiveness
of your Lord: then return to Him and He will provide you with good
provisions of life till an appointed term.” And He will bestow His
favours on everyone who deserves His favours. 4 But if you turn away I
am afraid you shall meet with the torment of a dreadful day. To Allah
you shall all return and He has power over everything.” '

Behold! They turn aside their chests in order to hide themselves 5-6
from him.’ Beware! Even when they cover themselves with clothes
Allah knows alike what they conceal and what they show; indeed He
knows even the secrets they conceal in their breasts. There isno
moving creature on the earth whose sustenance dc:cs not depend on
Allah: He knows its dwelling place and its repository. S Everything has
been recorded in an open register.

And it is He Who created the heavens and the earth insix 7-8
days—whereas before this His Throne restn:d upon water’ so that He
may test which of you does the best deeds.® Now O Muhammad, if you
tell them “You will, O people, be raised again after dcath those who
disbelieve promptly exclaim, “This is plain snrcer},rf” And if We defer
their punishment to some definite and reckoned time, they say, “Well,
what is it that is delaying this?” Listen! When the day of that
punishment comes, no one shall be able to avert it from them, and that
very thing which they are ridiculing shall encircle them on all gides.

If We show man Our mercy and then deprive him of it, he is 9-11
filled with despair and shows ingratitude. And if after the adversity that
had visited him. We bestow favours upon him, he says, “All my
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sorrows have gone from me,” and grows over-jubilant and arrogant.”
Ohly those are free from this, who are steadast''and do good deeds:
they are the ones who will have forgiveness and a rich reward."”

I. The Arabic word <\ (kitdb) has been translated into “Edict” because

of the context. For its meaning is not confined to “book” or “sometbing written”
but it includes “command™ and “sovereign decree™ as well and has been used in
several places in the Qur’an in the same sense.

2. The contents of this “Edict™ are firm, strong, and unchangeable: they
are well-balanced and measured: there is no tinge of verbosity, pedantry,
volubility, poetic fancy and rhetorical exaggeration. The truth has been stated
accurately, and there is nothing more and nothing less than the truth. Moreover,
the contents have been given in detail and everything has been made so clear and
plain that there is neither confusion nor complication nor ambiguity in it.

3. The assurance that “He will provide you with good provisions of
life...” has been given to remove the misunderstanding which Satan has imbued in
the heart of every foolish worshipper of the world that piety ruins one’s worldly
life, though it might lead to one's success in the Hereafter. Allah has re-assured
the true believers that He will shower His blessings on God-fearing people and
they will live happy and peaceful lives and will be honoured and respected
everywhere. The same thing has been stated in a different manner in XVI: 97:
“Whoso will do good deeds, whether a man or a woman, provided the one is a
believer, We will surely rnake such a one lead a pure and clean life in this world.”
Allah has refuted this theory of Satan and his disciples that piety inevitably brings
poverty, distress and affliction and ignominy to the person who adopts truth,
righteousness and virtue. He has assured that He will make the life of the one who
will believe in Him and adopt a righteous life truly successful both in this world
and in the Hereafter. And it is common experience that only those people enjoy
real peace of mind and are honoured and respected who are God-fearing and
possess a pure character; who are fair and generous in all their affairs and
dealings and who are free from evil. For they are trusted by all and none fears any
wrong or wickedness frem them.

According to the Qur'an, the provisions of life are either “good
provisions”™ (G- E_L..i ) or “deceptive provisions” { yi tu—’- ). Here those, who
return to Allah, have been assured that they will be glven “good provisions” of
life and not “deceptive ones”. The provisions are “good” if their recipient
becomes even more grateful to Allah than before and uses these for fulfilling His
rights -and the rights of mankind and of his own self. Such "good provisions™
make his life truly successful in this world and also in the Next World. On the
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contrary, the provisions are “deceptive”, if they become a temptation for the
recipient, and get him involved in the worship of the things of this world more
than before. Though “the deceptive provisions™ might appear to be a blessing and
a “favour”, these are, in fact, a curse and means of some future forment.

4. This verse enunciates a fundamental Divine Principle. The higher a
person rises in character and conduct, the higher is the rank he obtains in the sight
of Allah. That is to say that Allah does not let go waste the good deed of anyone.
He does neither appreciate any evil deed, nor detracts from any good deed.
Everyone will be given the honour which he deserves for his deeds.

5. They were those people of Makkah, who though not very active in
their antagonism against the Message of the Holy Prophet, nevertheless were very
averse to it. Therefore they did not like to hear it nor come face to face with him,
and did their very best to avoid him. If, by chance, they found him sitting
somewhere and talking to the people, they would at once turn back on their heels.
Or if they saw him coming towards themselves they would slink away or hide their
faces with cloth for fear that he might address them and convey his Message to
them. As they did not have the courage to face the Truth, tt:fr::.r would bury their
heads ostrich-like and make believe that the Reality from which they were hiding
had disappeared, whereas it was all along there and watching their ridiculous
attempts to hide from it. '

6. That is, "It is foolish on your part to deceive yourselves that you can
escape punishment by hiding yourselves from Allah Who has full and perfect
knowledge of everything: Who knows the nest where the tiniest sparrow lives and
the hole where the smallest insect resides, and provides their sustenance to them
wherever they be: Who knows the dwelling place and the final resting place of
every creature and gives life and death to them at the appointed time. Do you
think that by hiding yourselves from His Messenger, you ¢an alse hide yourselves
from the All-Knowing Sovereign Who has sent him? Do you think that Allah does
not seée His Messenger doing his very best to convey His Message to you and you
are trying to turn a deaf ear to it?”

7. This is a parenthetical clause that has probably been inserted in answer
to a question, which has not been cited: if the heavens and the earth were created
afterwards in six days, what was there before their creation? The answer is: then
there was water. It is not possible for us to say what exactly was the nature of that
water. It might have been the common liquid known by ‘that name. Or perhaps,
the word “water” has been used as a symbol for the fluid state of the matter
before it was changed to its present formn. As regards “His Throne rested on
water”, I am of the opinion that it means: “His Kingdom was over water.”

[Contd on p.330
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So O Prophet, be on your guard lest you should omit (to recite)
some of the things which are being revealed to you and be not distressed
at heart that they would say Why has no treasure been sent down to
him?" Or “Why has no angel come with him?” You are only a warner
and Allah has everything in His power and charge."”

Do they say, “He has invented the Book himself?” Say to them
“Very well, if it is so, bing ten fabricated Surahs like this: and you may
call to your assistance whomsoever (of your deities) you can except
Allah, if you be right (in considering them your deities). Now if they
(your deities) do not come to your help you should know that this Book
has been revealed with Allah's knowledge and that there is no true deity
other than Allah. Do you then surrender to this (which is the very
Truth) 27" |

Those who desire this worldly life and its splendours” are given
the full reward of their works here and nothing is detracted from it. But
there is nothing except the Fire'® for them in the Next World. (There
they shall come to know) that all that they did in thus world had come to
nought and whatever they did was useless and worthless.

In contrast (to the worshippers of the world) there was one who
had a clear evidence from his Ln:u'ucl;ET then came a witness from Him
(testifying that evidence ") and there existed before him the Book of
Moses as a Guidance and a blessing: (can such a one also reject the
Message? Nay,) such people will believe in it.” And whosoever of the
peoples will reject it he shall have that promised abode which is Hell. So
O Prophet have no doubt at all about this: for this is indeed the Truth
from your Lord though most people do not believe in it.

And who can be more unjust than the one who ascribes false
things to Allah?”® Such persons shall be brought before their Lord and
the witnesses will say “These are the people who ascribed false things to
their Lord.” Beware! Allah's curse rests upon the unjust pcuplcm—on
those unjust pﬂﬂp]ﬂn who debar others from Allah’s Way and seek to
make it r.:r::n::uimd;M and who disbelieve in the Hereafter. They were
unable to frustrate Allah on the earth,”® nor had they protectors to
defend them against Allah. Now they shall be given double
chastisement:> for they would neither listen to others nor see the Truth
for themselves. These are the peopic who brought about their own loss

12
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and all that they had invented vanished from them.*® No doubt they shall
be the greatest losers in the Hereafter. As regards those who believed
and did righteous works and dedicated themselves exclusively to their
Lord most surely they shall be the dwellers of Paradise and shall abide
there for ever.” These two groups may be likened to two men, one of
whom is blind and deaf, and the other can see and hear. Can they be
alike and equal 7°* Do you not learn a lesson (from this example) 7

Coned from p. 327}

8. This enunciates the purpose of the Creation: Allah created the heavens
and the earth for the sake of the creation of mankind and He created mankind to
test human beings by delegating to them the powers of vicegerency and making
them morally responsible for using or abusing them, just as they liked. Thus it has
been emphasized that the sole purpose of the Creation is the moral trial of man
and his consequent accountability to the Creator for the use or abuse of the
delegated powers, and the award of rewards and punishments. For without this
basic purpose, the whole work of Creation would have become meaningless and
useless.

9. That is, “The disbelievers very foolishly considered the purpose of the
Creation to be no more than a pastime in which they themselves were mere
playthings. They were so absorbed in their foolish conception that when the Holy
Prophet told them what the real purpose of Creation was and what part they were
required to play in it, they would scoff at him, saying, “Your Message is like a
piece of sorcery and beyond our understanding.”

10. This disgraceful characteristic of man has been mentioned here
because the disbelievers were cxhibiting it at that time. When the Holy Fropher
wamed them of the consequences of their disobedience to Allah, they would scoff
at him as if to say, “Are you mad? Can't you see our prosperity and power? We
are enjoying all the good things of life and dominating over everything and
everyone all around us. How is it that you are prophesying torment for us?”

The above-mentioned arrogant behaviour was due to the disgraceful
human characteristic which has been mentioned in this verse. It is this: Man is, by
nature, shallow and superficial and lacks the depth of thought. Therefore, when he
enjoys prosperity and power he becomes joyous, arrogant and boastful; so much
so that he never even dreams of any possibility that his happy condition would
ever come to an end. And if and when adversity befalls him, he becomes an
embodiment of despair and begins to complain of his misfortune here, there, and
everywhere; so much so that he does not hesitate even to abuse God and taunt at
His Godhead. But whenever there is a change for the better in his fortune, he
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again begins to brag of his foresight, wisdom and success. That is why the
disbelievers were exhibiting such a shallow and superficial characteristic in answer
to the waming of the Holy Prophet. They forgot that Allah was deferring their
punishment because of His mercy to give them sufficient time to consider well
their absurd attitude and mend their ways during the respite given to them, and not
to delude themselves by imagining that their prosperity had very deep foundations
and would last for ever.

11. Here ,—= (sabn (fortitude) implies another meaning also, that is,

“steadfastness”™ the antonym of shallowness etc. etc., that has been mentioned in
the preceding verse. Those “who are steadfast” remain firm and unwavering in
their purpose in spite of the vicissitudes of life. They are not influenced by the
changes of circumstances, but stick to the right, reasonable and correct attitudes
they have adopted. They do not give themselves airs nor become intoxicated nor
over-jubilant and boastful, if they win power, prosperity and name. On the
contrary, they are neither subdued nor depressed if they are visited by adversity.
In short, they come out successful in their trial by Allah, whether it be in the
shape of favour or adversity and remain steadfast in both the cases.

12. This is the favour that Allah shows to such people;, He forgives their
shortcomings and gives them rich rewards for their good deeds.

13. In this verse, "Allah has comforted and urged His Messenger to
propagatc the Message without the least hesitation and not to waver in his
determination for fear of ridicule or for lack of response from his people. He
should convey the Message in its entirety and leave the result to Allah for He has
full power over everything. In order to grasp its full significance, we should keep
in view the circumstances that necessitated it.

At the time of this Revelation, the Quraish were the most powerful and
influential of all the clans. As they were the guardians of the Ka‘abah (Makkah),
the religious centre of the Arabs, they enjoyed religious, economic, and political
superiority over the whole of Arabia. Thus it was quite natural that they should
resent and oppose that Message which proclaimed, “The religion of which you are
the leaders is absolutely false, and the system of life you are following is rotten to
the core. As you are rejecting the Message, torment of Allah is threatening you.
The only way of cscape from it is that you should accept the Right Way and the
righteous system of life I have brought from Allah.” Obviously this Message
struck a hard blow at their “superiority™ and therefore they were averse to it from
the very beginning.

The second reason why they did not accept it was that the Messenger
possessed nothing extraordinary to convince the people of his Prophethood except
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his pure character and his rational, and understandable Message. Then for the
Quraish, there was nothing to warrant a torment from Allah except the rotten
condition of their religion, morality and culture. On the contrary, there was
“prosperity” to delude them that that was a sure sign of the favours of Allah and
of their "gods™ and “goddesses™, which was a clear proof that the ways they were
following were the “right” ways. The inevitable result was that only a small
minerity of those people, who had sound minds and hearts, accepted the Message
and the remaining large majority became hostile to it. Then some of them tried 1o
suppress the Message by persecutions and some did their worst to defame it by
false accusations and frivolous objections and others resorted to calculated
indifference to discourage it. There were still others who adopted an attitude of
ridicule, derision, taunt and mockery in order to make light of it

The above condition went on for many years and was liable to fill one
with despair and discouragement. Therefore the Sovereign reassured His
Messenger, as if to say, “We disapprove of these shallow, superficial and mean
people, who are trying to make your mission a failure by their prejudice,
indifference, ridicule, mockery and frivolous objections. You should go on
following the Right Way with perseverance and courage: you should go on
proclaiming the Truth that has been revealed to you without the least hesitation:
you should never be afraid of propagating the Message for fear of ridicule or
indifference: you should go on inculcating the Truth in its entirety whether anyone
accepts it or rejects it for it is Allah Who has everything in His power and charge
and He alone affords guidance to everyone He considers fit for it.”

14. Here one and the same argument “has been advanced to prove two
things. First, the Qur’an has been revealed by Allah. Secondly, it proves the truth
of the doctrine of Tauhsd. The argument is this:

(1) “You say that the Qur'an has not been revealed by Allah but has been
devised and invented by myself and ascribed to Him. If your claim had
been genuine you would have been able to invent a book like this in
answer to the challenge 1 have given you over and over again. As you
have failed to do so even with your combined resources and forces, my
claim that it has been revealed with Allah's knowledge has been proved
absolutely, fully and completely.”

(2) “Then there was a two-fold challenge from the Qur'an to your deitics but
they utterly failed w meet it. They were challenged to come to your aid
and help produce a book like the Qur'an. As they have not helped you, it
is a clear proof that they are absolutely powerless and have no share at all
in Godhead. You have seen that they have not only failed in this decisive
test, but have also proved to be impotent to defend themselves against the
open attacks made on them in this Book, which asks the people not to







































































































































