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INTRODUCTION

This Sirah " takes its name from v. 33. ‘Al-i-‘lmran’, like the

names of many other surahs, is merely a name to distinguish it from
other stirahs and does not imply that the family of ‘Imran has been
discussed in it
The Period of Revelation. -

This Strah consists of four discourses:

The first discourse (vv.1-32) was probably revealed soon after
the Battle of Badr. '

The second discourse (vv.33-63) was revealed in 9 A H. on the
occasion of the visit of the deputation from the Christians of Najran.

The third discourse (vv. 64-120) appears 10 have been revealed
immediately after the first one.

The fourth discourse (vv. 121-200) was revealed after the Battle
of Uhd. ~
' Subject. .
Though these discourses were revealed at different periods and
on different occasions, they are so inter-linked and so inter-connected in
regard to their aim, object and central theme that they make together one
continuous whole. This Surah has been especially addressed to two

groups—the people of the Book (the Jews and the Christians) and the
followers of Muhammad (Allah's peace be upon him).

The message has been extended to the Jews and the Christians in
continuation of the invitation in Al-Baqarah, in which they have been
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admonished for their erroneous beliefs and evil morals and advised 1o
accept, as a remedy, the Truth-of the Qur'an. They have been told here
ihat Muhammad (Allah's peace be upon-him) taught the same right way
of life that had been preached by their own Prophets; that it alone was
the Right Way, the way of Allah; hence any deviation from it will be
wrong even according 1o their own Scrlptures

The second g Lmup;lhﬂf'ﬁfltlshrﬂs ‘who had been declared to be the
best Community in Al-Bagarah and appointed torch-bearers of the Truth
and entrusted with the responsibility of reforming the world, have been
given additional  instructions _jn “efmtinuation of those given in the
preceding Surah. The Muslims have been warned to learn a lesson from
the religious and moral degeneration of the former communities and to
refrain from teeading in their footsteps. Instructions have also been given
about the reformative work they had to perform. Besides this, they have
been taught how: to dgal with the people of the Book and the hypocrites
who were putting different kinds of hindrances in the way of Allah.
Above all. they have been warned to guard against those weaknesses
which had come to the surface in the Battle of Uhd. '
Background o

The following is the background of the Sarah:

(h The Believers had met with all sorts of trials and hardships about
“which they had been forewarned in Al-Baqgarah. Though they had
~ come out victorious in the Battle of Badr, they were not out of
danger yet. Their victory had aroused the enmity of all those
powers in Arabia which were ﬂppﬂsed to the Islamic Mqvcmcnt

* Signs of thrcatemng storms had begun to appear on all sxdcs and
the Muslims were in a perpetual state of fear and anxiety. I
looked as if the whole Arabian world around the tiny state of Al-

- Madinah-=which ‘was “no more than a village state at that time—
was  bent upon blotting out its-very existence. This state of war

- was also.adversely affecting its economy, which had already been
“hadly - dlqmrhcd by the mﬂux uf the Mualm] refugees from

. Makkah. -

~(2)  Then there Was' the 'di:;lluzl-:iing' problem of the Jewish clans who
" lived in the suburbs 'of lm-l’h".[adinah, They were discarding the
treaties  of alliance they 'had made with the Holy Prophet after his
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migration from Makkah. So much so that on the occasion of the
Eaﬂ:le ‘of Badr. these peoplé  of the Book svmparhlsed with the
evil aims of the idolaters.’ _IIIISDIIE of the fact that their
fundamental arricles ‘of the Faith—Oneness ‘of =~ Allah.
Prophethood, Life-after-death—were the same as those of the

" Muslims. After the Banle of Badr! they openly I::e:gan to mcite
ha the Quralsh and 'D[hﬂl' Arab clans to wreak their vcngf::ancc on the

Musllms_- Thus _ThDSET.]f:WlSh tj:l_:ams sét aside their centuries-old
friendly"” ’Hﬁd"'xié:ighbﬁuflﬁ,r “rélations  with the people of Al-
Madumh At last wh{tn their mischievous a-:u:::ns and breach&s of

- freaties became* unbearable. the Holy Prﬂphﬂ[ anackf:& ﬂu: Bani-

Oailluga*a, the osr mischievous of all the other Jewish clans
who had conspired with the hypocrites of Al- Madinah and the
idolatrous JArab clans to encircle the Believers on all sides. The
magnitude of the peril might be judged from the fact that even
the life of the Holy Prophet himself was always in danger.
Therefore his Companions siept in their armours during that
period and kept watch at night to guard against any sudden
attack, and whenever the Holy Prophet happened to be out of
sight even for a short while, they would at once set out in search
of him.

This incitement by the Jews added fuel to the fire which was
burning in the hearts of the Quraish and they began to make
preparations to avenge the defeat they had suffered at Badr. A
year after this an army of 3,000 strong marched out of Makkah
to invade Al-Madinah and a battle took place at the foot of Mount
Uhd. The Holy Prophet came out of Al-Madinah with one
thousand men to meet the enemy. While they were marching to
the battle-field, three hundred hypocrites deserted the army and
returned to Al-Madinah, but there still remained a small band of
hypocrites among the seven hundred who accompanied the Holy
Prophet. They played their part and did their worst to create
mischief and chaos in the ranks of the Believers during the
Battle. This was the first clear indication of the fact that within
the fold of the Muslim Community there was quite a large
number of saboteurs who were always ready to conspire with the
external enemies to harm their own brethren.
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Though the devices of the hypocrites had played a great part in
the set-back at Uhd, the weaknesses of the Muslims themselves
contributed no less to it. And it was but natural that the Muslims
should show signs of moral weakness for they were a new
community which had only recently been formed on a new
ideology and had not as yet got a thorough moral training.
Naturally in this second hard test of their physical and moral
strength, some weaknesses came to the surface. That is why a
detailed review of the Battle of Uhd was needed to warn the
Muslims of their short-comings and (o issue instructions for their
reform. It should also be noted that this review of the Battle is
quite different from the reviews that are usually made by generals
on similar occasions.
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SUMMARY
SUBJECT: GUIDANCE

This Surah is the sequel to Al-Bagarah and the invitation therein
is continued to the people of the Book. In Al-Bagarah the Jews were
pointedly invited to accept the Guidance and in this Surah the Christians
have particularly been admonished to give up their erroneous beliefs and
accept the Guidance of the Qur’an. At the same time, the Muslims have
been instructed to nourish the virtues that may enable them to carry out

their obligations and spread the Divine Guidance.
Topics and their Inter-Connections

In these introductory verses, the fundamental truths about
Allah, Rewvelation and Life-after-death have been reiterated to serve as
fitting preliminaries, leading to the main topics discussed in the Surah.

This discourse is particularly addressed to the Christians and
invites them to accept Islam. It clears Jesus and his mother not only
from the stigma maliciously set upon them by the Jews, but also
refutes the erroneous Christian creed of the Divinity of Jesus which

‘had been formulated because of his miraculous birth. For this purpose
the instances of the miraculous birth of John the Baptist to a barren
woman and an extremely aged man and that of Adam without father
and mother have been cited to show that there is nothing in the birth
of Jesus without a father to entitle him to Divinity.

In these verses the people of the Book, the Jews, have been
invited to give up their sinister ways and accept the divine Guidance.
At the same time the Muslims have been warned to be on their guard
against their malicious intentions, erroneous ways and absurd
objections.

"The Muslims have been instructed to learn lessons from the
history of the people of the Book and also to guard themselves against
their machinations, and to prepare and train themselves to establish
virtue and eradicate evil.
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1-32

33-65

66-101

102-120

In this portion, a review of the Battle of Uhd has been made to  121-175

teach and reassure the Muslims that the machinations of their enemies
could do them no harm, if they would practise restraint and fortitude
and have fear of Allah. It has been pointed out that the set-back they
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had suffered was due to the lack of some moral qualities and the
existence of some evils. Since the main cause of the defeat was the
areed of the archers, guarding the pass, the taking of interest has been
prohibited to eradicate this evil. b

The main themn:: of the verses 109-120 has been resumed
1o reassure and EI‘IEDUl‘agE the Muslims against the dangemus pluls
of their enemies. . g
This .1s the conclusion of the Surahand is. not direcdy’
connected with the verses immediately preceding it but-with the theme
of the Surah as a whole.

.:‘.-" s r
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Verses: 200 Revealed at Al-Madinal
: In.the name of Alfah, the Beneficent, the Compassionate.

Alif. Lam., Mim. Allah! He is the va.-r -living, thc Sustamer of 1-2
the Universe: in reality there is no god but He.'

_ He has sent dc:wn to you the Book, which has br_nught the 3-4
Truth and confirms the Scnptures which preceded it. Before this, He
sent down the Torah and the Gospel for the guidance of mankind,” and
He has sent down the Criterion (of right and wrong). Now there shall
be a severe punishment for those who reject the Commandments. of
Allah: for Allah is Almlght}r Avenger of wickedness.

_1. Please see E.N. 278, Al-Baqaral. [Contd. on p. 224
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Nothing in the Earth or in the heavens is hidden from Allah.* It 5-9

is He Who shapes you in the wombs of your mothers as He wills."
There is no deity but He, the Al-Mighty, the All-Wise. It is He Who
has sent down this Book to you. There are two kinds of verses in this
Book: mubkarmat (which are precise in meaning: ) they are the essence
of the Book,” and the other kind is murashabihat (which are
ambiguous.) Those, who are perverse of heart always go after the
mutashabifiar in pursuit of mischief and try to interpret them
arbitrarily, whereas in fact, none save Allah knows their real
mr:aningsﬁ! In contrast to them, those, who possess sound knowledge,
say, “We believe in them because all of them are from our Lord.”’
And the fact is that only the people of insight can learn lessons from
such things. They pray to Allah, “Our Lord, let not our hearts become
perverse after Thou hast once guided us aright, bestow upon us mercy
from Thyself for Thou art the real Benefactor! Lord! Thou wilt surely
gather all mankind together on a Day which is inevitable, for Thou
never failest to fulfil Thy promise.”

As for those, who have adopted the attitude of disbelief,’
neither their riches nor their children shall avail them against Allah:
they shall become fuel for Hell. Their end shall be the same as that of
the people of Pharaoh and other disbelievers who went before them;

they treated the Divine Revelations as falsehoods and Allah seized

them because of their sins; for Allah is very stern in retribution.
Therefore, O Muhammad, say to those who -have rejected your
Message, “The time is approaching fast when you shall be
overpowered and driven to Hell: and Hell is a horrible abode. You
have already had a Sign in the two hosts which met on the battle-field
(at Badr). One of these hosts was fighting for the cause of Allah and
the other was of the disbelievers: the lookers-on saw with their own
eyes that the host of the disbelievers,” was twice as big as that of the
believers, but (the result of the Battle proved conclusively that) Allah
strengthens with His succour whom He wills: there is truly a great
lesson hidden in it for those who have eyes to discern.”"

Love of lusts for women and children. hoarded Heaps of gold
and silver, choicest horses, cattle and corn fields, has been made very
tempting for people, but these are mere provisions for the transitory
life of this world; the ever-lasting and the best abode, however, is

10-13

14-17
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with Allah. Say, “Should I tell you a thing better than these? There
will be Gardens underneath which canals flow for those, who adopt
the attitude of piety; there they will dwell for ever and will have pure
EPEILISES“ and they will enjoy Allaki’s favour. And Allah watches very
closely the conduct of His servants.”" These are the people, who say,
“Lord, we have believed sincerely,  forgive us our sins and save us
from the fire of Hell.” They show fortitude,"” are truthful, obedient
and charitable. and implore Allah’s forgiveness in the early hours of
the morning.

Allah Himself has testified to the fact that there is no deity save
Him:'* the angels and all those endowed with knowledge testify the
fact with truth and justi-':v:I5 that there is no deity save the All-Mighuy,
the All-Wise.

Coned. trom p. 221f

2. There exists a comumon misconception about the Torah (Taurat) and the
Gospel (Injily for the people generally take the Pentateuch (the first five books of
the Old Testament) for the Torah, and the Gospels (the first four books of the New
Testament) for the Ingil. The misconception creates doubts about Revelation
iself and a question arises, “Are these tm:l-l:w»k:s~ really the Word of God? And does
the Holy Qur’an really confirm all their contents™? As a matter of fact, the Torah,
which the Qur'an confirms, is not the Pemtateuch but is contained in it, and the
Injil is not “the four Gospels™ but is within these books.

The Taurat consists of those comunandments and injunctions which were
given to Prophet Moses (Allah’s peace be upon him) during his Prophethood,
which lasted for about forty years. .OF these were the Ten commandments which
were inscribed on stone tablets and delivered to Moses on Mount Tar: as regards
the remaining Commandments and injunctions he hunself had put down in writing.
Then he handed one copy of the Torah to each of the twelve tribes of Israel for
guidance. One copy was enitrusted to the Levites for sate custody, which along

“with the stone tablets, was deposited in the Ark.

That Taurat remained quite safe and sound as an enfire book up to the first
destruction of Jerusalem. But, by and by, the Israelites grew so indifferent to and
negligent and unmindful of it that when the Temple of Solomon was under repair
during the reign of Joshiah, Hilkiah. the high Priest came across it by chance but
did not know that it was thie Torah; he thought it was only a Law book and passed
it on to the Royal Scribe as a curio. The latter presented it to king Joshiah who
tore his clothes and ordered Hilkiah and others to consult the Eternal about the
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terms of the book. (2 Kings, 22: 8-13). Such was the condition of the Israelites
when Nebuchadnezzar sacked Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple, and they lost
tor ever even the very few copies of the Torah which had long lain neglected in
some forgotten niches.

The Old Testament was compiled by Ezra, when the Israelites returned
home to Jerusalem after their captivity in Babylon and built the Temple anew. Ezra
pathered together some prominent men of his community, and with their help
compiled the whole history of Israel which now comprises the first 17 books of the
Bible. Of these Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy tell the life history
of Prophet Moses and include those verses of the real Taurat which became
available to Ezra and his assistants, who incorporated them in those books at
appropriate places in the chronological order of their revelation. Thus it is obvious
that the Pentateuch as a whole is not the Taurat but includes it. The real Taurat
comprises those verses which are scattered all over the life story of Prophet
Moses, and it is not difficult even today to locate and recognize them. Such
portions where the author says, “God said to Moses,” or Moses said, The Lord
your God says,” the Taurdt begins, and where the narrative of the life story is
resumed, there that part of the Taurat ends. At those places the author of the Bible
has inserted certain things by way of explanation or commentary, and it is here
that the ordinary reader fails to distinguish the real Taurat from the commentary.
However, those who have an insight into the nature of Divine Scriptures, can
distiiguish, to some degree of exactness, the explanatory notes from the revealed
verses.

According to the Qur'an, only such scattered portions in the Pentateuch
are the Taurdat and it confirms them alone. And this can be testified by putting
together these verses and comparing them with the Qur'an. Here and there one
might come across a minor difference in their details, but one cannot find even the
slightest difference between the fundamental teachings of the two. Even today one
can see clearly that both the Scriptures have come from the same source.

Likewise, the Injil is the name of those inspired discourses and sayings
which Jesus (Allah’s peace be upon him) uttered as a prophet during the last
couple of years of his life. We have no means now of ascertaining whether these
pious utterances were recorded and compiled during the lifetime of Jesus. In the
introduction to his translation of the Bible, Moffat says, “Jesus wrote nothing and
for a time his immediate disciples felt no impulse to write any account of him. The
data of the historical Jesus, therefore is based on the vivid recollections and
:raiditions of the primiib_-,:g Palestinian disciples. How soon their materials took
written shape we cannot tell, but at least one written record of them was probably
in existence by about A.D.50." Anyhow, when, long after his recall, the stories of



226 The Meaning of the Qur’an

Jesus were compiled in the shape of four Gospels, (the period of the composition
of Madrk, the first to be composed was 65—75 A.D.), some of his written or
inspired sayings were also inserted at appropriate places in the historical sketches.
Thus it is obvious that the first four Gospels are not the Injil, the discourses and
sayings of Jesus, but they contain it. We have no means of recognizing them from
the works of the authors except this: Wherever the authors say “Jesus said so or
taught so and so,” there the Injil begins and where they resume the narration, there
it ends. According to the Qur'an, only such portions are the Injil and these alone
are confirmed by it. If these portions are compiled together and compared with the
Qur’an, one will find no serious difference between the two, and, if somewhere a
trivial difference appears, it can be removed very easily with unbiased thinking.

3. That is, “He has full, perfect and exact knowledge of the whole
universe. Hence the Book revealed by Him will contain nothing but the Truth. As
a matter of fact, one can learn pure Truth from that Book alone which has been
sent down by the All-Knowing and All-Wise.”

4. This implies two important things here:

(1} Allah knows your nature better than yourself or anybody else: therefore,
there is no other alternative for you but to trust in the Guidance sent down
by Him.

(2) The Benevolent Allah Who has been providing for all your needs, great
and small, throughout all the stages of your life, ever since your motliers
conceived you, could not possibly have neglected o provide for yous
guidance, which is after all the greatest need of your life.

5. “Mufkan™ is that which is precise, exact, clear and decisivé.
Mulkamar are those verses of the Qur’in which have been so couched as to make
their meaning quite plain without: any shade of ambiguity. They have been
purposely so worded as to make their meaning definite and precise leaving little
room for misinterpretation. These verses constitute the fundamental principles of
the Book, ie., they and they alone determine the aim and object for which the
Qur’an has been sent down. They invite the world to Islam, teach morals and give
warnings. They refute wrong beliefs and practices, and lay down the way of right
living. They expound the fundamentals of religion and state beliefs and practices,
morals and duties, commandments and prohibitions. Therefore a seeker after Truth
should turn to these wverses as these alone can satisfy his needs. Nawrally such a
person will concentrate on these verses and endeavour to derive the greatest benefit
from them.

6. Mutashibihar are those verses in which there is a possibility of more
than one meaning. Their object is to give a certain minimum knowledge about the















































































































































































































