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MILITANTS KNOCK ON
ISLAMABAD’S DOORS

he extremist forces, as predicted by the Pakistan People’s Party,

have made great strides since they were driven out of their safe
sanctuaries in Afghanistan. Time has proven the apprehensions that
they would regroup in Pakistan if the democracy was not restored in
2002.

The denial of power to the PPP in 2002 through the rigging of the
general elections, the postponement of the parliamentary session
and the horse-trading to break the PPP parliamentary strength set
the stage for this to happen with severe repercussions for Pakistan.

The extremists, a mix of foreign and local Taliban and central
Asian al-Qaeda appear, according to reports, to have secured a base
in the tribal areas. They have regrouped after their demoralising
defeat in 2001. They are re-organised, re-armed and operate
irregular armies equipped with suicide bombers and guerrilla
tactics.

Most of the forces associated with the Muslim Brotherhood Zia
dictatorship of the eighties had ties to the Afghan mujahideen. The
Afghan mujahideen went on to become the Taliban and al-Qaeda.
Their Pakistani counterparts went on, in large part, to become IJI and
then PML (Q).

While Taliban and al-Qaeda forces were operating in Afghanistan
during the nineties, their Pakistani counterparts were busy
undermining the PPP governments in Pakistan as the obstacle to
their advancement. With the closet friends of al-Qaeda and Taliban
in power under camouflage of beardless parliamentary leaders, the
creeping Talibinisation of Pakistan began in earnest. The aim was to
sideline the PPP while strengthening the militant extremists through
a network of overtly religious seminaries. The purpose of the
seminaries was to brainwash students and create a new class of
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Pakistani Talibs-students into taking over Pakistan. They are a
tinderbox waiting to create anarchy and chaos in the streets of
Pakistan.

The danger is that such elements could gain an upper hand if
elections in Pakistan are once again rigged to enable their friends to
survive. The present ruling structure is held up by the PML (Q).
Some of its members are moderate. However, a series of them are
remnants of the Zia military dictatorship put together by the
intelligence apparatus of the Zia era to confront and contain the PPP
in the form of I]JI or PML (Q).

Interestingly enough while the religious parties known as the
MMA have distanced themselves from the Lal Masjid and the Jamia
Hafsa, the cabinet has not done so. In fact, it is said that a truckload
of arms was intercepted on the way to Lal Masjid and released on
orders of a cabinel minister. Two policemen were kidnapped and the
police could not file a criminal complaint against their extremist
kidnappers due to the undue influence of the cabinet.

The cleric who heads the Lal Masjid is appointed by the cabinet.
This government appointee has established so-called Shariat courts
in Islamabad. The land on which the political religicus schools were
built under the present regime belongs to the Government of
Pakistan and was illegally occupied by the Jamia Hafsa with cabinet
compliance.

During the building of these madaris on .illegally occupied
government land, the regime claimed it would reform madaris and
register students. Instead, they were being strengthened with funds
given in the name of education permitting them to expand their
outreach till they reached Islamabad the capital itself.

It is said that the Jamia Hafsa Masjid cannot be touched because
the females studying there are daughters of military officials. This
leads one to wonder why the fathers are permitting their daughters
to set up vigilante squads. This is the tip of the iceberg. No one
knows how many other political madaris have been established in
Islamabad and elsewhere. The Lal Masjid cleric could call in his
support more militant students from other Islamabad madaris. We
could be housing an irregular army in the very confines of
Islamabad who are lying low until they are ordered to rise up. The
situation is potentially disastrous.

The government says it is not weak but kind and compassionate.
In its compassion it does not want to take on the two madaris near
the Lal Masjid. No such compassion was shown to the peaceful
public gathered to receive PPP leader Asif Zardari at Lahore two
years back in 2005, to the women in the Karachi by election polling
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booths this February who were shot, beaten and injured so severely
that they had to be hospitalised, to a lady United Nations rapporteur
or the sister of a judge who were both shamefully treated when
participating in a peaceful protest.

Vigilante groups have taken to the streets of Islamabad
threatening barbers, beauticians and stores catering to the
entertainment industry. I am proud of my religion of Islam as are
most Muslims. However, we Muslims are opposed to the right of
clerics to interpret Islam for us and to bring about compulsion in
religion. Neither Muslims nor the world community can stand idly
by while the leftovers of the Afghan Jihad of the eighties turn their
guns on nations, religions and people.

While using the name of Islam the extremists are doing everything
in their power to destroy Muslim societies one by one.

The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq are a consequence of their
attack on the World Trade towers. It has led to the hurting the image
of the great religion of Islam. It has led to death and destruction of so
many innocent lives, including those of women and children whom
God expressly forbids to kill even in times of war.

The suicide bombers think they are serving God. But their actions
hurt, not help, Islam, Muslims and all God's creatures irrespective of
their religion. Such violence perpetuated in the name of religion will
corrode the pluralism, diversity and democracy in western countries
which has seen Muslims emerge as a significant immigrant
community. No one will be safe. Not Muslims in Muslim countries
like Pakistan where vigilantes rise to positions of influence or
Muslims in the expatriate community who will be viewed with
suspicion and become victims of hate crimes. The extremists crow
that they will bring down the international financial markets
through acts of terror. But the collapse of the international financial
markets will hit the whole world. If there is a collapse, everyone,
including the Muslims will go down. That cannot be of benefit to
[slam.

We are living in one global village. There are universal values
which are common to all great religions. And to live together in
harmony we need to respect that there is no compulsion in religion,
which Islam specifically proclaims, and agree that God, not the state,
will hold us to account on personal, religious issues.

Meantime, in Pakistan the state authority continues to decline
where extremists are concerned. The cabinet is offering to build
more sites for the followers of Lal Masjid and the Jamia Hafsa on the
pretext that they can shift there from Islamabad. This is just a pretext
to grab more government land and property for them as they will
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keep both in the end.

Unless the militants are reined in, the tide of extremism will rise to
high flood through a religious coup. Instead of the military seizing
power at the point of a bayonet despite the objections of the people
at large, it could be the religious militants seizing power at the point
of a bayonet. Already the extremists have been permitted to infiltrate
areas like the tribal areas, Malakand, Parachinar and Tank. In Dara
Adam Khel private schools for girls closed and barbers promised
that they would not shave beards. They lost their livelihood and
people lost their right to freedom of choice because the regime
capitulated before the extremists. The extremists probably have
sleeper cells across the Punjab and in many parts of the rest of the
federating units. Pakistan stands at the crossroads and with it so too
does the larger world community. The danger signals are ringing
loud and clear from Islamabad.
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CAN INDO-PAK RELATIONS BE
REINVENTED INDIA TODAY
CONCLAVE-NEW DELHI

I tis a privilege for me to join you this evening at India Today's
Conclave in New Delhi, to discuss the Challenges for the Brave
New World.

I first came to India as a teenager visiting Simla with my father in
1972.

[ still remember the warmth and affection with which the people
of India greeted me although we were supposed to be the enemy.

Following the Simla Agreement signed between Prime Ministers
Indira Gandhi and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in 1972, I came away with the
strong feeling that peace between India and Pakistan must endure.

It gives me great satisfaction that since the signing of the Simla-
Agreement thirty-five year ago, India and Pakistan, although
engaged in conflict, did not go to full war against each other.

The enormity of this is better understood when we appreciate that
between 1947 and 1971, a period of twenty-five years, India and
Pakistan fought three wars.

As prime minister of Pakistan, [ worked with Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi to build on the spirit of Simla. Our governments signed the
first major agreements since Simla, the agreements not to attack each
other’s nuclear installations in 1988 amongst others.

In 1988, at the SAARC leaders' summit at Islamabad, I proposed
that we transform SAARC from a cultural organisation into an
economic one. The South Asian Preferential Tariff Agreement was
born as a consequence.

In 1999 at the Indo-Pak Parliamentarians Conference in Islamabad
I proposed that India, Pakistan and all the countries of South Asia
put aside their differences to create a common market to eliminate
poverty, hunger, unemployment and backwardness through soft
borders.
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So, ladies and gentlemen, I believe that Indo-Pak relations can be
creatively re-invented.

Time stands still for no one. The moving finger of history writes
and having written, moves on.

We have a choice. The choice is ours to write a success story of
free markets, liberty, human rights, gender equality, common values
of tolerance and understanding.

The Pakistan People’s Party and I, even in opposition, have tried
to write a success story co-authored with all the intellectuals,
political parties and leaders of both our countries who truly believe
that the future welfare of humanity in our part of the world lies in
cooperation.

I see the world in terms of competing economic blocs that can best
function in an environment of peace and security. I see the world as
one where the have-nots can conquer poverty if we come together in
an economy of scale as Europe has done.

For these ideas, and for seeking peaceful relations with India, I
was once called, a "security risk” by my critics.

But ideas cannot be killed by character assassination or by
repression. In time, my political opponents as well as the military
establishment of my country realised the importance of peace as a
quality that makes or breaks a nation.

I am proud that today India and Pakistan are discussing ways and
means to have open borders, trade and travel. We still have a long
way to go, but the journey has begun. Of course, the danger is there
of the derailment of the peace process. Both our countries nearly
came to war in 1999 in the icy glaciers of Siachen.

Both our armies stood eyeball to eyeball in a deadly year long
confrontation following a terrorist attack on the Indian Parliament in
December 2001. The recent attack on the Samjhota Express this year
once again demonstrated the fragility of a peace process which can
be disrupted by a deadly act of violence.

We know now that there is a consensus amongst the political
parties of India and Pakistan, a consensus between our military and
security establishments that peace must be established. We also
agree that the one serious danger to the peace process comes from
militants and terrorists. Therefore, the challenge for us is to
dismantle the militant cells so that they cannot hold the foreign
policy of two independent nations hostage to their acts of terrorism.

In this connection, I welcome the decision by both India and
Pakistan to work together on anti-terrorism efforts and to share
information in this regard. This is a positive step forward.

I commend Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and the
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Government of India for refusing to rise to the terrorist bait in
blaming Islamabad when a militant strikes its target. The militants
are the enemies of peaceful relations, peaceful relations that both our
countries want and desire.

Both the governments of India and Pakistan are declaring their
deep desire to resolve the Kashmir dispute, to build peaceful
relations and to work for greater economic cooperation.

I welcome this effort to re-invent our relations.

Many well wishers advised me to oppose the present peace
process between India and Pakistan for two reasons. First, they saw
it lacking legitimacy as Pakistan is presently governed by a military
regime which holds onto power by virtue of its army constituency.

Secondly, since Indo-Pak relations and the Kashmir dispute excite
passions easily, it was felt that, opposing the peace process as a "sell
out" would help mobilise public opinion against the military
dictatorship and facilitate the restoration of democracy.

The restoration of democracy is a cause dear to my heart.

It is a cause for which my father and brothers laid down their lives
as did hundreds of our party workers and others belonging to the
democratic opposition.

It is a cause for which my husband cumulatively spent eleven
years in prison without a conviction and for which my brothers,
mother and I spent long years in exile. However, my party and I did
not seek the easy route to create mass frenzy. We believe that the
future happiness of the people of South Asia, a happiness flowing
from a peaceful environment providing opportunities for our youth
was too important to be lost in an internal political battle in Pakistan.

I do agree that there are issues of legitimacy involved when a non-
representative government negotiates as the people are not co-opted.
The tribal situation in Pakistan, where the Taliban have regrouped is
an example. Despite 80,000 troops being sent into the area to clear
the militants, a peace treaty was signed with them.

This proves the point that without political participation, it is very
difficult to make lasting advances.

Today it is a matter of satisfaction for those of us who envisaged
open borders, trade and travel between India and Pakistan, before it
became fashionable to do so to witness the Pakistani military
dictatorship sign on to the peace process and commit itself to
resolving issues with India in a peaceful manner without prejudice
to our differing views on Kashmir,

There are voices that claim that the present peace process with
India is an eye-wash meant to cover the regime in election year to
neutralise the Indian lobby.
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They argue that after stage managing the elections schedule in
Pakistan later this year, all it will take is one more militant attack to
recreate the tensions that have marred Indo-Pak relations in the past.
However, once again 1 do not believe that we should base our
political policies on fear.

[ believe the challenge for the future is to re-invent our policies so
that we build them on hope.

For that hope to be formalised we will have to deal with the issue
of both militancy and terrorism.

Militancy and terrorism are the roots of violence, senseless
destruction and loss of lives.

We have to protect innocent people of our countries by each one
of us working for the dismantlement of militant groups, the
elimination of terrorism and the promotion of interfaith tolerance
and harmony. These objectives are all the more important in this the
60th anniversary of the independence of both of our countries.

[ wonder how many in this audience were present when the
British set midnight of August 14th, 1947 as the hour for the clock to
strike freedom.

It was an exciting moment in history when the people of India
gained their separate nations. Yet it was also one of pain.

Innocent people were killed because they were either Muslims
fleeing to Pakistan or Hindus fleeing to India.

And more blood was shed of our citizens who died in the many
wars and acts of terror experienced since we both got our freedom
from the British.

In this the 60th year of our independence, 1 propose that the
leadership of India and Pakistan put an end to this destructive
chapter in the lives of our countries. I propose that on the 60th
anniversary of our nations this August they meet to declare their
commitment to bring us the permanent tranquillity and progress
and prosperity that two neighbouring countries must have.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I have made trade, not conflict with India,
a top priority of my forthcoming electoral campaign in Pakistan. At
60 years we must pledge an end to war, terrorism and death.

Sixty years of freedom gives us the maturity to change our
direction dramatically.

I am committed to bringing peace between our two countries. My
commitment to peace began when I was a young child. I lived
through the bombings of the 1965 war between our countries.

[ heard the stories of the dead and of the homes destroyed, of the
terrible destruction of infrastructure putting both our developing
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countries further back in their quest to modernise.

I 'saw my mother rushing to help the soldiers and their families,
help the wounded and the injured.

As a student at Harvard University in America, [ joined up with
fellow students to protest the Vietnam War, a war that they felt was
unjust and did not want to fight. Since then I have seen many more
conflicts on television in the Middle East, in Afghanistan, between
Iran and Iraq and in Irag. The more I see of the devastation of war, of
how the vultures descend to feed on the bodies of dead children, the
more I am convinced that we must keep our region secure and
peaceful. We cannot fail our children.

India and China both have a dispute but they do not go to war
against each other.

We must learn from this model to develop our own relations. As
an undergraduate at Harvard University, I met your late Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi. I witnessed the first peace agreement signed
by our two countries. In the words of the famous American
Secretary of State Dean Acheson, 1 was "Present at the Creation” of
the peace movement between our two countries.

[ am proud of the fact that during my two tenures in office,
neither of our peoples or armies had to face a Kargil like situation.

[ am proud of the fact that during both of my two tenures in
office, there were no terrorist attacks on Indian targets such as the
Bombay blasts or the Indian Parliament blast. It is not casy to keep
the peace but my government did so and reined in the militants too.

On a separate note, we brought peace to Karachi taking on the
militants there and we brought peace to our tribal areas taking on
the militias of the narco barons in those mountains. M y government
had the capacity to build nuclear weapons but we chose to remain a
nuclear capable state instead of turning ourselves into a nuclear
weaponised state. We had the confidence in our people and in our
ability to defend ourselves without involving ourselves in
adventures which could only turn the clock back on the pursuit of
progress for all the people of South Asia who are shackled with
backwardness and poverty.

One of the ways that I tried to re-invent the relationship between
Pakistan and India was to involve military and intelligence
personnel in the process. In this connection, we establiched
intelligence to intelligence contact with a view to help formal
diplomacy. Additionally we proposed the induction of retired
military officials in the track two discussions.

With terrorism now a global issue, cooperation between India and
Pakistan to work on eliminating terrorism from the region offers an
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important opportunity to re-invent the relationship. Therefore, it is a
welcome development that following the summit meeting in Cuba
last year in September both Islamabad and Delhi have agreed on an
exchange of terror-related intelligence through quarterly meetings. I
know that the hotline established by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
and myself between the military headquarters of our two countries
has played no small part in preventing escalation of tensions in the
relations between the two countries. Ladies and Gentlemen, we live
in societies where there are islands of opulence amongst oceans of
misery.

It is wrong, morally wrong that the gap between the rich and the
poor should be so huge that some people do not have food to eat or
a job to give them dignity. I find it so difficult to understand how in
the third millennium so many should die because they do not have
drinking water or the water they have is contaminated.

We should band together to fight hunger and disease. We should
band together to fight discrimination and bigotry against minorities.
We should band together in a political and economic condominium
that could be a model to the entire world of the what the future hold.
These are the real issues that confront our masses.

There is much that the countries of South Asia can learn from each
other.

All the countries of South Asia, except Burma and Pakistan, have
civilian control over the military and therefore over the conduct of
their nations in foreign policy. As the Cuvban Missile Crisis of 1962
proved in America, civilian control of the military is essential to the
safety and development of a country. Bringing peace between our
two countries will help make that happen.

The Cuban Missile Crisis showed that if the American military
had had its way, the Americans would have made war against the
Soviets. American President John F. Kennedy prevented a war that
could have killed 100 million Americans.

Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and I have signed a Charter
of Democracy committed to a framework of peace and justice for the
people of Pakistan. The Charter of Democracy commits both our
parties to friendship and peace with India.

Last year American President George W. Bush said in his annual
State of the Union address:

"Dictatorships = shelter terrorists and feed resentment and
radicalism, and seek weapons of mass destruction. Democracies
replace resentment with hope, respect the rights of their citizens and
their neighbours, and join the fight against terror.”

I agree with President Bush on the nature of dictatorships. I have
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dedicated my life working for the restoration of democracy in
Pakistan.

[n the last election of October 2002, I was not allowed to fight that
contest. Yet despite international observers calling the elections
‘flawed"”, the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) which I head, was still
the largest vote getter at nearly 26 % of the vote almost similar to
that of the Congress Party in the elections of 2004. Unfortunately, the
parliamentary session was indefinitely postponed to fracture my
support. If not I would have formed a government like Mrs. Sonia
Gandhi did after the 2004 election.

[ 'am fully on the side of the people. My late and beloved father,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, named our party — the Pakistan People’s Party.
We have a long history of fighting for the people of Pakistan.

I have fought dictators and oligarchs before. I will fight them
again in the election campaign of 2007, and I intend to win.

Some have asked why I am returning to Pakistan.

The answer is very simple. Pakistan is my home. And [ have long

ago accepted my responsibilities of leadership. I didn't choose this
life. It chose me.

I have been honored by the people of Pakistan to be twice elected
their prime minister. During the time of my service in that role, the
religious parties never had more than 3% representation in our
National Assembly.

A democratic Pakistan standing next to a democratic India and a
democratic Afghanistan can start to turn around our part of the
world.

On the issue of Kashmir, we must make a viable peace. This is a
solvable problem that must not take further lives.

Pending a final settlement, I agree with the statement of your
prime minister supporting an autonomous Kashmir running much
of its own affairs. A commission can be established between the-two
countries and the leaders of Kashmir themselves to work out what
should be done in foreign and defence affairs.

While working out the solution to Kashmir we should not allow
slow progress on it to be an obstacle to work in other cooperative
matters.

There are several ways to re-invent our relations. These include
through economic integration and trade, business cooperation,
media exchanges, transportation links between our two countries,
the energy requirements of our economies, sports and entertainment
events, cooperation in the Information Technologies, the peaceful
uses of nuclear energy, in medicine, education and agriculture.
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Let us remember;

Economic integration and trade brought Europe the peace and
prosperity it has enjoyed since World War Il concluded. The
Europeans started the European Coal and Steel Community.
Jean Monnet, a French economist and Robert Shuman, the
French foreign minister, saw this vital industry as critical to
those wishing to wage war.

They brought the major European countries together to control
steel and coal thereby stopping the war making capacity of the
individual European nations, especially of France and Germany.

It was the first step that the Europeans took to blunt the
instruments of war making within their continent.

There is no reason we in this subcontinent cannot do the same.

A dear friend who helped bring China and the United States
together told me that the total two-way trade between the US
and China before 1972 was just $25 million. Indirect trade mostly
through Hong Kong.

Now in 2007 US-China direct trade is over $200 billion. That
trade and other factors have made China the huge economic
engine it has now become.

That is the kind of future that awaits our people if we can re-
invent our relations.

Regarding transportation links: a start has been made with the
bus journey between Srinagar and Muzzafarabad and the train
between New Delhi and Lahore. We must increase those links,
eliminate visa restrictions and remember that when we can
travel between France and Germany - two old enemies — the
train or bus does not stop any more for police and customs
checks.

Energy resources are vital to our economies. The closest readily
accessible energy source of hydrocarbons is in Central Asia. My
government implemented my father's proposal to build Gwadar
Port in Balochistan, Pakistan's largest province, to bring Central
Asian gas and oil to world markets through Pakistan. My
government agreed to building pipelines for oil and gas to be
pumped across Pakistan to India.

I intend to make these plans a top priority of my country to
bring these gas and oil pipelines from Central Asia to the people
of Balochistan in Pakistan and to export them to India. It is vital
to our economies and our industry.

The political instability of Afghanistan hampers trade with
Central Asia. Therefore, controlling terrorism in the tribal areas
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of Pakistan is a priority for my people and for the government
we hope they will elect us to make. A peaceful and democratic
India, Pakistan and Afghanistan can bring enormous benefits in
this programme of bringing new energy resources to all of our
economies.

In addition, Pakistan has one of the richest shale deposits in the
world. A new low-cost technology now is available to get
useable energy from the shale and the residue in water.

We will share both the technology and the product with you.

We have all seen the excitement of our peoples when one sport
team visits each other’s countries. These exchanges must happen
frequently without governmental interference. Let the fans from
Lahore come and cheer their teams playing in Bombay or
Calcutta or vice versa.

The prime minister of Pal:stan-controlled Kashmir Sardar
Attique has welcomed investment from all regions and religions
of the world, including from Indian-controlled Kashmir. He has
offered gas and electricity across the Line of Control. Discussing
such proposals can help bring us closer.

The devastating earthquake in 2005 demostrated that disaster
recognises no geographical borders. People on both sides of the
Line of Control in Kashmir were killed, injured and lost their
homes and loved ones. It was a terrible tragedy and awoke in
our minds the need for us to work together even on issues such
as disaster control.

The entertainment industry is huge in India and growing in
Pakistan. There must be no boundaries between our countries in
this area too.

Both of our countries exploded nuclear devices in May 1998. We
have now proved to each other and the world that we are firmly
in the group of elite countries that have nuclear weapons. We do
not have to prove our military prowess anymore.

We do need to continue investing in an area that brings little
economic return to our peoples and countries.

Let us turn our investment and cooperation towards the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy. The people of France get 80 per
cent of their power generation of electricity from nuclear
methods.

[ have just mentioned a very few of the areas in which we can
cooperate. Many more exist.

Across from the United Nations Headquarters in New York City
there is a small peace park with an inscription that says:
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"They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks: a nation shall not lift up sword against
another nation, neither shall they learn war anymore."

Or, as Mahatma Gandhi said, "An eye for an eye only makes the
whole world blind".

Let us serve the people we all love by bringing peace to these
lands we all love!
Thank you for the honour of speaking before you.

[March 24, 2007]
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DICTATORSHIP UNABLE TO ENFORCE
GOVERNMENT WRIT MsS. BHUTTO
SPEAKS ON WIDE-RANGING ISSUES WITH
GERMAN DAILY

ormer prime minister and Chairperson Pakistan People’s Party,

Ms. Benazir Bhutto has reiterated her resolve to return to the
country and lead the people to regain their lost political, economic
and social rights.

In a wide-ranging interview with the German daily "Junge Welt",
the former prime minister dealt with issues ranging from Taliban to
tribal areas to Charter of Democracy and to her plans to return to the
country.

She said that it must be recognised that the Taliban they went to
war with the world under a military dictatorship in Pakistan in 2001.
Until the military dictatorship in Pakistan ends, the environment
that nourishes the Taliban and their sympathisers will continue to
grow in strength, she said.

She said that the tribal areas of Pakistan need to be brought under
the framework of a system of laws and representation that can
empower the people and allow them to be independent of the
Afghan-Arab fighters that today dominate their society.

She asked Islamabad to work closely with Kabul to stop the
infiltration of Taliban across the border in Afghanistan. A
resurrection of their regime in Kabul will covertly bring back al-
Qaeda and the world will be back to square one, she said.

Ms. Bhutto said that Islamabad also needed to reform its security
apparatus and end the duality of control that presently exists and
bring them under the control of the parliament and the prime
minister.

She said that recently Pakistan’s foreign minister said in Kabul
that he was not denying that people were coming from across the
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border but that it was happening despite the government of
Pakistan. This statement proves that a military dictatorship is unable
to enforce the writ of government across the land. On the other
hand, a political government was able to enforce the writ of
government in the tribal areas in the end eighties when the narcotics
lords ran mafias similar to the Taliban with rocket launchers and
private militias, the former prime minister said.

About the ISI's alleged help to Taliban she said that when she took
over as prime minister in 1988 she found that many of the
intelligence officers who had fought the Afghan Jehad had
sympathy for the Afghan mujahideen who went on to morph into
Taliban and al-Qaeda. Despite government's declarations the
elements that are behind the terrorists have succeeded in presiding
over the revival of the Taliban in the tribal areas of Pakistan, she
said.

She said that she was worried about the rampant growth in the
intelligence community and key positions in the civilian spy agency
known as IB are filled with former officials of the ISI who fought the
Afghan Jehad.

About the Charter of Democracy she said that it was a pledge to
the people that we would support a reformist legislative agenda that
could strengthen civilian institutions. It laid a bipartisan vision of the
future of Pakistan that supports building of institutions including
parliament, judiciary, the Election Commission and grant provincial
autonomy. The defence budget will be made accountable and the
armed forces will come under the prime minister who is the chief
executive, she said.

She said that the ban on a twice elected prime minister was
arbitrary aimed at keeping her and Nawaz Sharif out and that the
PPP wanted it lifted before the next General Elections. But even if
that did not happen she would return and lead the party and the
people of Pakistan to regain their lost political, economic and social
rights.

She said that the real concern is whether the General Elections will
be fair. The PPP has proposed a package of electoral reforms critical
to the holding of fair elections, she said. Following is the text of her
interview.

Q.1: Five years after their defeat the Taliban have reorganised
themselves and are back on their way to power in
Afghanistan. What steps need to be taken by Pakistan and
the international community in order to prevent this
development?

Ans: The first thing the international community needs to do is to
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Q.2:

Ans:

recognise that the Taliban went to war with the world under a
military dictatorship in Pakistan in 2001. Until the military
dictatorship in Pakistan ends, the environment that nourishes
the Taliban and their sympathisers will continue to grow in
strength. Second, the tribal areas of Pakistan need to be
brought under the framework of a system of laws and
representation that can empower the people and allow them to
be independent of the Afghan-Arab fighters that today
dominate their society. Third, Islamabad needs to work closely
with its neighbour in Kabul to stop the infiltration of Taliban
across the border in Afghanistan where they are seeking to
resurrect their regime. Once they do that they will covertly, if
not overtly, bring back al-Qaeda and the world will be back to
square one. Fourth, Islamabad needs to reform its security
apparatus and end the duality of control that presently exists
and bring them under the control of the parliament and the
prime minister.

I may point out that last week Pakistan's foreign minister said,
‘I am not denying that people are coming from across the
border but this is happening despite Pakistan.” This statement
proves that a military dictatorship is unable to enforce the writ
of government across the land. On the other hand, a political
government was able to enforce the writ of government in the
tribal areas in the end eighties when the narcotics lords ran
mafias similar to the Taliban with rocket launchers and private
militias.

When you were prime minister your government initially
supported the Taliban. In fact, you were called Mother of the
Taliban. What was the reason for this support? And what is
your stance today?

The Taliban were initially seen by my government and others
in the West as a factor for peace. But this does not mean that
we welcomed them because we subscribed to their world
view. They were involved in broad-based negotiations with
the United Nations. However, with the overthrow of my
government in 1996, the Taliban transformed themselves from
an Afghan movement into a transnational one inviting in al-
Qaeda and allowing them to declare war against the West. |
believe that the Taliban at present are being used and backed
by forces sympathetic to al-Qaeda. They pose a threat to the
Afghan government, to Pakistan and to the larger world
community. We need to work together to stop their subversion
of the Afghan people transition to a democratic order where
there is development for the Afghan people.
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Q.3:

Ans:

Q.4:

Ans:

It is often described that Pakistan's intelligence service, ISI,
since long indirectly helped the Taliban and al-Qaeda. At the
same time Gen. Musharraf advertises himself as the key ally
in the so-called war on terror of the West. How does this fit
together?

When I took over as prime minister in 1988 I found that many
of the intelligence officers who had fought the Afghan Jehad
against the Soviet Union had sympathy for the Afghan
mujahideen who went on to morph into Taliban and al-Qaeda.
What worries me now is the rampant growth in the
intelligence community. When I took over as prime minister
for the first time, the ISI was headed by a Major General.
However, now it has seven major generals in it. Moreover, the
other military agency, the MI has also been expanded. In my
father's time it was led by a colonel. Today it is led by a major
general. More disturbingly, key positions in the civilian spy
agency known as IB are filled with former officials of the ISI
who fought the Afghan Jehad. The key to Pakistan's well-being
and stability is to ensure the intelligence apparatus works
according to the demands of a modern and democratic state.
General Musharaf has said that he is a key ally in the war
against terrorism. However, reports indicate that despite these
declarations, the elements that are behind the terrorists have
succeeded in presiding over the revival of the Taliban in the
tribal areas of Pakistan.

As prime minister of Pakistan, and not having the
constitutional powers over the military, I was fortunate to have
a team that enabled me to extend the writ of government over
the state including in the tribal areas. No major international
act of terrorism took place when I was prime minister. Both the
attacks on the World Trade Towers and others took place
when my party was out of power.

Despite the promises made by Gen. Musharraf to Bush and
Blair after 9/11, there has been no reform of the madaris and
no serious attempt at all to deal with extremists in Pakistan.
While NATO troops and Afghans continue to die, the
Taliban find a safe sanctuary in Pakistan. How long can this
bluff go on? Will militant Islam get the upper hand in this
region?

The international community has pumped in money for
educational reform. Most of this money has been diverted to
the madaris. However, there is little check on exactly how the
madaris have used this huge amount of money, which could
have gone instead to upgrade the public sector universities and
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educational institutes. The madaris have refused lo register
foreign students and the regime has given in before them.

: Recently you joint forces with your former political rival

Nawaz Sharif. What are your intentions for this new
alliance?

Mr. Nawaz Sharif and 1, as former prime ministers, wanted to
make a pledge to the people that we would support a reformist
legislative agenda that could strengthen civilian institutions.
We hope through this legislative agenda to create a pluralistic
democratic and accountable society governed by institutions
and not by the whims of an individual. Our legislative agenda
is known as the Charter of Democracy and it lavs out a bi-
partisan vision of the future of Pakistan.

The political parties which are signatories to the Charter will
support the building of institutions including parliament,
judiciary, the Election Commission and grant provincial
autonomy to bring government to the people who are the true
owners of Pakistan and should benefit from its system of
governance. The armed forces budget will be made
accountable and the armed forces will come under the prime
minister who is the chief executive. This is our joint intention
in the ARD.

Given the term limits could be lifted and you would be re-

elected as prime minister. What would you do first? And
what are your long-term political plans for Pakistan's future?

My party and I would like to see the lifting of the ban on a
twice elected prime minister take place before the next General
Elections. The term limit came through an arbitrary
amendment brought in to keep out Mr. Sharif and myself who
together enjoy the overwhelming support of the people of
Pakistan. However, if that does not happen, I intend o return
and lead my party and the people of Pakistan to regain their
lost political, economic and social rights. Pakistan faces
challenges of poverty, lack of roads, drinking water, jobs and
sky high inflation in addition to the challenges of terrorism
and tensions with its neighbours. The parliament can then
decide about the two-term limit. In the meantime, the real
concern is whether the General Elections will be fair. My party
has proposed a package of electoral reforms which we believe
are critical to the holding of fair elections.

[Islamabad, 20 December 200656]

23

Amariyat Yaa Jamhoriat; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




‘1 WORRY FOR PAKISTAN’S FUTURE’

OQ&A: BENAZIR BHUTTO ON PAKISTAN'S FUTURE

fter a decade in exile, former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto is
itching to get back into politics — and fearful of militant

Islam'’s growing influence.
Web Exclusive

By Karen Fragala Smith - Newsweek

Updated: 6:19 p.m. ET Nov. 15, 2006

Age has scarcely mellowed Benazir Bhutto. At 53, Pakistan's two-
time former prime minister has lost none of the fighting spirit that
made her the first woman to be elected leader of a modern Muslim
nation nearly two decades ago, when she was only 35. Recently, she
publicly joined forces with her former political nemesis (and now
fellow exile) Nawaz Sharif, renouncing their past feuds and
demanding restoration of democracy in Pakistan. Their pact was yet
another headache for the country's military leader, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, who already faces a full share of problems in both
embattled Kashmir and on the Afghan border, where Osama bin
Laden and other al-Qaeda leaders are believed to be hiding. Bhutto
recently travelled to New York to lecture at the Oxonian Society and
announce her hope of running for prime minister in 2007. She spoke
with Newsweek's Karen Fragala Smith about her views on the
Taliban, women's rights and the corruption allegations that plagued
her political career. Excerpts:

Newsweek: Why hasn't Osama bin Laden been found?

Benazir Bhutto: I believe that elements of the [Pakistani]
military security apparatus have a lot of
sympathy for bin Laden. General Musharraf
is relying on the [military] to find bin Laden,
and it's simply not going to happen. What we
really need is a change, and | believe that
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change has to come by going to the civilian
option.
How would you rate General Musharraf's performance as a

partner to the United States in the Bush administration's
fight against terror?

I think General Musharraf took the right decision following the
events of 9/11 to stand with the international community to
fight terrorism. But I question how effective he has been in
eliminating terrorism. There is a lack of implementation of his
decisions in many parts of the country, and we have seen in
[recent] years how the Taliban have reorganised themselves,
and their goal is to take over Afghanistan once again. The
religious parties have gained strength within Pakistan and
today control of two of our most important provinces that
border Afghanistan. Militant groups that were [once] banned -
who were attacking New Delhi, Bombay - are re-emerging and
hold peace between India and Pakistan hostage. When I look at
the rise of the religious parties, the reorganisation of the
Taliban and the persistence of the militant groups, 1 worry for
Pakistan'’s future.

Is it true that you initially supported the Taliban when they
first formed in Afghanistan?

When the Taliban first emerged, the United States, Pakistan
and many other countries saw them as a force for peace, but
soon we became disillusioned. There's a difference between
Taliban with al-Qaeda and Taliban without al-Qaeda. When
the first Taliban emerged, there was no al-Qaeda. They were
there as Afghans trying to be a political force within
Afghanistan. After the overthrow of my government in 1996,
they allowed al-Qaeda to set up training camps. At that time, I
was leader of the opposition in the Pakistani parliament, and [
called upon the government to issue an ultimatum to the
Taliban that unless they evicted al-Qaeda, Pakistan would
break relations with them. Unfortunately, my calls fell on deaf
ears.

Describe your new alliance with former political rival Nawaz
Sharif. What are your intentions going forward?

I travelled to Saudi Arabia last year to meet with Mr. Sharif. |
told him that [people] inside and outside Pakistan are
concerned that both of us spend so much time fighting each
other [and] that if democracy was restored, we might have
another round of senseless political battles. We needed to send
a signal that we've learned our lessons and that next time it
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will be different. We came up with a "Charter of Democracy"
[which is] aimed at creating a political system of checks and
balances. In Pakistan, politics is a zero-sum game, but we
believe that there should be a place within the system for
divergent political views. A democratic society will also create
tolerance among the young people in Pakistan who are
confused by conflicting messages. On the one hand, they hear
about the beauty of an accountable, transparent governance
system that empowers ordinary people. But the reality is that
power flows from the gun. We need to reverse the culture of
violence and replace it with a culture of law and tolerance.

Pakistan currently has term limits that would keep you from
returning to office as prime minister. Would you consider
running in some cther capacity?

In the immediate future, my party and the alliance with Mr.
Sharif are both looking to put an end to the term limits. We feel
that it should be left to the people of Pakistan. It's not like
America, where a president is elected and he completes [one
or] two terms. Our terms are interrupted, so they don't really
qualify in the American sense of two terms. I am planning to
go back to Pakistan to help my party in the next general
elections. If that limitation is lifted, I'll run for prime minister.

Your administration was plagued by corruption charges.

The allegations have been made to destroy my reputation.
Despite the rules being stacked against me, none of the courts
were able to convict me. I have always proclaimed my
innocence, my husband has proclaimed his, and neither of us
have been convicted, nor has any other member of my family.
These corruption charges have been made to tarnish my image
and deny Pakistan a democratic alternative. Since 1950,
corruption charges have been made against every civilian
prime minister — [ believe it's to divert attention from the
institutionalised corruption of the military.

What is your view on India-Pakistan relations?

Irrespective of the differences on Kashmir, India and Pakistan
have to move forward. One of the key ways that we can move
forward is by copying Europe's example. Europe was torn
apart by war until it decided to build a common market. I've
spoken to Indian leaders on this, and within Pakistan and
India there's an emerging consensus that while we have
differences, these differences should not stop us from
economic development and cooperation in terms of trade and
travel. But obviously we need safe borders. While militants

26

Amariyat Yaa Jamhoriat; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




Ans:

Ans:

hold guns in their hands and disturb the peace, it's very
difficult to get safe and open borders. Attacking militancy is
very important, not only vis-a-vis Afghanistan, but also vis-a-
vis India.
What do you think of the current state of women's rights in
Pakistan?

There’s a very big debate on the role of women in the Muslim
world. Some claim that women must be kept behind closed
doors, but I argue that Islam came to emancipate women, not
to repress them. The time has come when we within the
Muslim world need to realise that each of us has a right to
interpret religion as we wish, and we do not need clerics or the
state to tell us how to worship.

There are certain religious leaders who say it's against Islam
for a woman to rule. What is your perspective?

When I was first elected prime minister of Pakistan, a leading
Saudi cleric said that it was un-Islamic. At the same time, the
religious leaders from Yemen, Cairo and Syria all came out in
support of a woman leading an Islamic nation. [There is]
tremendous debate and discussion between those who would
take us to the past, and those who look to the future.

[Now. 15, 2006]
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TO HINDUSTAN TIMES

Since the agreement between you and Nawaz Sharif, have
any further developments taken place for the re-emergence
of real party system and removal of a military-run
administration?

The Charter of Democracy was agreed on May 14, 2006.
Thereafter Mr. Sharif and I met several times in Dubai and
London to reaffirm our vision of Pakistan's future as a federal,
democratic and egalitarian state at peace with itself and its
neighbours. On July 2, the opposition alliance known as ARD
met and adoptec a number of wide-ranging resolutions. The
resolutions aim at building pressure for a government of
national consensus to hold the next general elections. The
Charter goes beyond elections to the pluralistic and
accountable society that we dream of creating a moderate,
enlightened and flourishing society is implemented. We
affirmed that Mr. Sharif and I shall return to Pakistan before
the general elections and warned that any attempt to stop our
home coming will be a denial of the constitutional right of
impartial and free elections.

We reaffirmed that terrorism and extremism are a by-product
of military regimes and can be fought best by a democratically
elected government.

We resolved that the military dictatorship has brought the
Federation of Pakistan to the precipice when all but one road
leads to strife, chaos and the threat of disintegration. The
Federation today is at war with its people and itself. The
regime today uses brute and naked state force in a war against
its own people who demand their constitutional, economic,
political and cultural rights.

Parliament's sovereignty is vetoed by the National Security
Council. Parliament is denied the right to freely formulate
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policy or to protect the rights of the federating units or
intercede in the grave political crisis facing the Federation.
Parliament has been reduced to a rubber stamp for the chief of
army staff who unconstitutionally occupies the office of the
president.

We have called upon all moderate and democratic political
forces, irrespective of their party positions, to unite on calling
for the restoration of democracy, the formation of a
government of national consensus to hold free, fair and honest
elections within 90 days.

We decided to consider reisgning from the assemblies, in
consultation with other opposition parties, should General
Musharraf seek to elect himself through the present
assemblies.

We had heard that another meeting with Nawaz Sharif was
scheduled in Dubai. Have you two kept in contact in the
pursuit of joint objectives outlined in the agreement?

We have met several times since the Charler was signed in
May. However, in the meantime senior leadership of the two
parties are in regular contact for fine-tuning the political
struggle and for consultations with other democratic parties to
endorse the Charter of Democracy.

Are there any plans for both of you together or you alone for
returning to Pakistan?

As the two parties are together partners in the ARD it makes
sense that both Nawaz Sharif and I return to the country
together. But it is premature to decide such matters at this
stage.

Is the US ambassador's statement that both of you must be
allowed back in Pakistan, an indication of the official
thinking in Washington. Do you feel that Musharraf could
be swayed to relent, albeit under pressure to permit entry?

If the US ambassador was correctly quoted in the media that
the exiled prime ministers be freely allowed back in Pakistan, it
is a positive and welcome statement. The US is the world's
strongest democracy. President Bush has spoken of supporting
democracy in different parts of the world. Those close to
General Musharraf claim that he is a close ally of the
international community and the principle of democracy will
not be applied to Pakistan. Therefore, the statement of the
ambassador, if correctly quoted, is important reflecting the
democratic aspirations of the people of Pakistan. Pakistan
needs to go forward regionally in relations with India and
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Afghanistan as well as in dealing with those forces who are out
to Talibinise Pakistan. It needs to eliminate terrorism for its
own survival and to protect its people from zealots who kill
innocents in mosques and churches and temples. It needs to
give social and economic equality to its people. The last thing it
needs is more of the last five years which have seen an army
chief rules the country singlehandedly and one who has faced
two assassination attempts. Moreover, poverty has risen in
Pakistan and the international ratings for the country have
gone down. People of Pakistan are hardworking, lawful and
keen to join the march of civilisation towards freedom, justice,
gender equality, peace and prosperity. They can do so through
democracy.

If you do return could Musharraf detain either or both of
you? This will defeat the very purpose of your going back.
What is then the alternative? Is it possible that Washington
could persuade Musharraf from such an action? Or you
would risk it. There are cases pending against you. He might
use them as the reason for detention. Or that could prove the
last straw for the people?

When Musharraf has pardoned the nuclear scientist A. Q.
Khan who sold nuclear technology on the international market
according to his confession, Musharraf has no moral right to
persecute me on unproven allegations that are a decade old. I
plan going back irrespective of what Musharraf does. When [
was banned from contesting the last elections I did not go back
for several reasons. Those elections were too close to 9/11 and
Musharraf kept claiming he would not stop my party from
forming the government if we won a majority. Well, we did
win a majority but Musharraf postponed the parliament and
factionalised my party. My party knows I made the sacrifice
for it. This time my party wants me back with one voice and 1
shall be there for them and for our people who have stood by
me just as | have stood by them. As I have suffered, I can
understand the suffering of my people. They live on less than
two dollars a day and young people find it difficult to get jobs.
That's wrong. Our hospitals and schools are crying out for
funding. My party and [ will invest in our people and in peace.
Is there any understanding on how to decide about who will
be the PM, if the party system is restored and elections held?

It is premature to talk about it at this stage. Our first concern is
to end bonapartism and the military's involvement in politics.
In the Charter we have agreed to recognise the right of a
political party to form government and not chased out of office
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before completing its term.

Has Musharraf or his people made any tentative move to
establish contact with you for a formula to resolve the
deadlock?

We read in the press that Musharraf and his aides are to
contact me for a political solution and then we read that
Musharraf has changed his mind. I personally doubt that
Musharraf or those that are around him would want an
understanding with the PPP led by me. What he says is similar
to the PPP platform but on the ground the situation is
different. Pakistan is a critical country and the stakes are high
for those around Musharraf who allowed Osama bin Laden to
escape from Tora Bora, allowed the Taliban to regroup and re-
assert themselves as well as forced A. Q. Khan to fall on his
sword to save others. It seems a contradiction in terms to think
such elements would allow the PPP back to power if they can
help it. Don't forget that PPP was overthrown twice to set the
stage for the war against terrorism. After its first overthrow,
Pakistan was on the brink of being declared a terrorist state in
1993. After the PPP's second overthrow the attacks of 9/11
took place. If the PPP had been in power, al-Qaeda would
never have established camps in Afghanistan, the attacks on
the Trade Towers would not have taken place, the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan would not have occurred and Muslims
everywhere would not be under siege because extremists
exploit the message of Islam. The policies of the PPP were
aimed at bringing peace, harmony and brotherhood. Those
who want a clash of civilisations cannot accept the PPP. They
fear my popularity with the people whom my father served
and gave his life for and whom I served losing my father,
brothers, was imprisoned with my mother, saw my husband
held for eleven and a half years without a conviction and
endured exile bringing up little children and looking after an
ailing mother.

Do you apprehend that if Musharraf comes under extreme
pressure to give way to you, he might venture into some sort
of small-scale skirmish with India?

It is said that external threats help divert attention from the
internal problems and that whenever Pakistan has had a
military dictatorship there has been a skirmish or a conflict.
hope better sense prevails this time. Even though Musharraf
and I are on different sides of the political spectrum in
Pakistan, I am glad to see that he has adopted - at least overtly
- the PPP policy enunciated at Simla for good relations
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between India and Pakistan. Of course, I remain skeptical of
the ability of a military dictatorship to build peace due to
inherent historical reasons.

[July 19, 2006]
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. HOPING AGAINST HOPE

Interview of Ms. Benazir Bhutto

Ashraf Mumtaz

(T he Charter of Democmcv is a prcscnphon for sav mg:, Pakistan

[rom dismteg.,ration and degeneratm& towards being a failed
state. Eve ery patriotic person in the country, whether in the military
or anywhert, else, will support the charter to protect the unity,
integrity and well-being of Pakistan,” says PPP chief Benazir Bhutto.

The meeting of the Alliance for the Restoration of Democracy on
July 2, 2006 in London is considered more important than the carlier
meetings of the coalition. It was in the city of London that all its
components signed the Charter of Democracy (CoD). The decision to
move a no-trust motion against the Musharraf regime was also taken
at the July 2 meeting. To what extent this decision would help the
coalition achxeve its targets set in the 36-point CoD remains to be
seen.

Appwrentlv, despate thlb deusxon the PPP, has not ch anged its
stance regarding whether Gen. Musharraf should be allowed to
contest presidential elections if he takes off his military uniform and
holds free and fair polls. Other parties in the coalition have a
different point of view. They say that Gen.. Musharraf is not
acceptable to them with or without milltary umform

Even after the July 2 meeting, the PPP is not wzllmg to, commit
whether it will take part in the elections if Gen. Musharraf is stili
there on the political horizon. -

To dleLlSS these issues, recent]y Dawn Magazine caught up with,
PPP chairperson and self-exiled former prime minister of Pakistan,
Benazir Bhutto. The following are excerpts from the interview:

Q. A few days before the ARD's July 2 meeting in London, a
statement attributed to you was issued. It said-that if Gen.
Musharraf wants to contest presidential elections, he should

Amariyat Yaa Jamhoriat; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

first step down as the COAS and hold free and fair elections.
Is it not against the declared policy of your party? Previously,
the your party's stand was that Gen. Musharraf is not eligible
to contest the elections unless he retires as a general and then
waits for two years like any other government servant to take
part in politics.

The army chief cannot contest presidential elections because
the Constitution doesn't allow it. Moreover, the armed forces
are a national institution and must be above the political fray.
General Musharraf's campaigning for the ruling party is
undermining the neutrality and universal appeal of the armed
forces.

In one of your previous interviews, you opposed agitation
saying that it may pave the way for another general to step in
and intervene in politics. You also talked of a smooth and
controlled transition to democracy. But the ARD meeting
called upon all democratic forces to get united in order to
form a national consensus government and hold elections
within 90 days. Is the ARD decision not in conflict with your
views? Which, in your opinion, is the better course for the
restoration of democracy?

The PPP prefers a smooth transition to democracy and believes
that pressure should be mounted for a government of national
consensus to replace the ruling party which rigged the last
local elections. The national government should implement
electoral reforms as charted out in the PPP election paper
released in March 2006. This paper, amongst other measures,
brings the chief secretaries and the inspector-general police
under the election commission, thereby preventing provincial
and federal administrations from politically exploiting them
for election purposes. However, if a national government is not
formed nor electoral reforms are undertaken, political parties
may be forced into forming a grand alliance.

Will it be right to expect that in future the PPP will not issue
any statement contradicting the decisions taken from the
ARD's platform?

The PPP is a member of the ARD and its views, as well as
those of other component parties, are the views of the ARD.
The ARD is a political alliance formed to achieve a certain
well-defined objective, namely the restoration of democracy
through holding free and fair elections under an independent
election commission and a caretaker set-up of national
consensus. The alliance has also recently bound itself to a
charter that seeks to banish the role of the military in politics.
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As far as the issues before the alliance are concerned, all
statements are issued by the alliance and not by any single
party.

Will any move to impeach Gen. Musharraf not according him
an implied recognition as president because only the head of
state can be impeached, not a general? What reaction do you
expect from the general in case such a move fails? It is likely
to fail because the opposition doesn't have the required
strength in parliament.

The decision taken at the ARD meeting is of a no-confidence
vote against the Musharraf regime. A committee has been
established to examine the matter further with a view to
highlighting loot and plunder committed by the regime
following the Supreme Court's verdict in the Steel Mills case.
The verdict clearly spoke of illegalities and of a loss of billions
of rupees.

When a no-confidence motion was moved against you in
1989, which was defeated by seven votes, you said that such a
move ‘shakes the country’ even if it is defeated. Why will it
not shake the country now?

We will move the no-confidence vote if the regime fails to
resign. It is to morally protest the loot and plunder taking
place in the country and billions of rupees are being wasted on
the so-called National Accountability Bureau. If the opposition
were to dig open the privatisation done by the junta, every
case will smell foul including the KESC’s privatisation to a
company that did not have 10-year experience running a utility
which is the international benchmark for such privatisations.

As a consequence, the country is experiencing power cuts. The
capital market has crashed five times during the Musharraf
dictatorship. Chairman SECP Tariq Hassan was stopped from
hiring financial forensic experts to track the money back to
those who robbed millions of middle class investors. The
former prime minister, Jamali also spoke of this fraud and
manipulation. The allegations of fraud involving purchase of
railway engines remain uninvestigated. The cement scandal,
the sugar scandal, the wheat scandal, and the Lahore land
scandal are aimed at robbing the people and keeping wealth in
a few hands that can be used to destabilise democratic
governments in future by creating monopolies with the ability
to force shortages of essential items.

General Musharraf says that he would declare his assets
annually, but has failed to do so. Those who are close to him
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haven't done so either. The Sindh High Court in its judgment
of May 2006 in the tractor gate scandal said, "The entire
proceedings suffer from a lack of transparency, smack of
subjective decision, arbitrariness and excess of jurisdiction as
well as favouritism.” The Sindh High Court further ruled that
"existing notifications are not to be acted upon.” These are
proofs of financial wrongdoing and abuse of office.

Despite the courts ruling on prima facie corruption, no action
has been taken and instead billions are wasted on the so-called
National Accountability Bureau whose sole purpose is to keep
one man in office by entangling democratic alternative in a
series of investigations through trumped up charges.

The people's government established an Engineering
Development' Board to take pro-people decisions on tariffs,
concessions and imports of the engineering industry. But the
military dictatorship recently appointed a new chief executive
who has never attended an engineering school to s1gn on the
dotted line of specific schemes.

There is a difference when the establishment moves a vote of
no-confidence against a democratically elected prime minister
and when the opposition moves a vote of no-confidence
against an establishment appointee who cannot win a union
council seat on merit. The opposition is moving the vote of no-
confidence to draw attention towards'the financial turpitude
and wanton plunder of national assets that are leaving our
people impoverished, hungry and miserable.

The CeD is a very good document to go through. How will
the ARD implement it when a number of its provisions are
against the army or its chief? Are political forces strong
enough to take on the army and throw it out of politics?

When the Quaid-i-Azam declared that the Muslims of the
subcontinent would carve out a separate nation state, many
said that the Hindu majority and the ruling British would
never allow it to happen. But his dream came true. The Charter
of Democracy is a prescription for saving Pakistan from
disintegration and from degenerating into a failed state. Every
patriotic person in the country, whether in the military or
anywhere else, will support the charter to save the unity,
integrity and well-being of Pakistan.

What steps should be taken to bring the army's role in
politics to an end? Can you give our readers the sequence of
such measures?

The political parties which are signatories to the charter will
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support the building of institutions including the election
commission, parliament, and judiciary, and grant provincial
autonomy to bring the government to the people who are the
true owners of Pakistan. The armed forces budget will be made
accountable and the armed forces will come under the prime
minister who is the chief executive.

Federal Minister Sher Afgan insists that in recent times you
contacted Gen. Musharraf at least a dozen times. Denials
issued by your party have been unable to make him change
his claim. What's the factual position? Wouldn't holding a
dialogue with the general be more useful than getting into
confrontation with him?

In most countries people look for evidence before they print
wild allegations. The myinister did not provide any evidence
and his allegations are patently false.

On what terms will the PPP be willing to cooperate with
Gen. Musharraf?

The PPP has not considered this issue as there is little
likelihood to stand along side those who allowed Osama bin
Laden to escape from Tora Bora and the Taliban to regroup
and re-assert themselves as well as forced A. Q. Khan to
become a scapegoat to save others. Don't forget that the PPP
was overthrown twice to set the stage for the war against
terrorism. After its first overthrow, Pakistan was on the brink
of being declared a terrorist state in 1993. After the PPP’s
second overthrow, 9/11 took place. If the PPP had been in
power, al-Qaeda would never have established camps in
Afghanistan; the attacks on the Trade Towers would not have
taken place, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan would not have
occurred; and Muslims everywhere would not be under siege.
The policies of the PPP were aimed at bringing peace, harmony
and brotherhood. Those who want a clash of civilisations
cannot accept the PPP and it is futile to even consider such a

. package while trumped up charges are made, political

prisoners languish in jails and exiled politicians are denied the
right to live in their own homeland.

Your party, like other parties in the opposition, is opposing
Gen. Musharraf's plans to get himself re-elected by present
assemblies. The argument is that an assembly whose own
life is that of five years can't elect a president for 10 years. If
s0, how will you justify your own election as chairperson of
your party for life when the electoral college is not meant for
that long a term?
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Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

There is a difference between a country's parliament where
different ideologies compete and the masses decide which way
to go, and a political party which has one ideology according
to which its workers decide who they wish to lead them.

Can you categorically claim that the PPP will not take part in
the elections if they're held in the presence of Gen.
Musharraf?

There are those that would like the PPP to boycott the
forthcoming national elections; but it is premature to speculate
what the PPP would do. The PPP prefers contesting the
elections, but will take the final decision closer to election time
and in consultation with other opposition parties.

Why don't you go back to Pakistan and face the cases that are
against you in several courts? One says this bearing in mind
the judiciary that is so independent that its decision in the
Steel Mills case is being appreciated by everyone. If you
don’t go back, would it be right to infer that you still don’t
expect a fair trial?

I am facing cases in several courts in Pakistan and in a number
of investigative litigations overseas. No leader in history has
faced as much litigation as I have across so many jurisdictions.
I am thankful to the people of Pakistan whose prayers are my
shield and my defence. 1 urge my brothers and sisters to
continue praying for me because I need their prayers. The
regime could get more vengeful as it gets more fearful as the
time of elections comes closer. I may mention here that my
election petition to be declared a member of parliament on the
women's seat was to be decided in six months as per law. It is
still not decided. No doubt, the Steel Mills privatisation
judgment is a good one and there are many conscientious
members in our judiciary. I hope they will take bolder
decisions in the future while some bold ones have already
come., However, according to national and international
human rights organisations, Pakistan's judiciary is under
executive pressure.

In a case pending against you before a Swiss Court, any kind
of judgment is expected. Who would you hold responsible in
case the verdict goes against you: Mr Sharif, who prepared
the case, or the present government, which pursued it
vigorously?

The hardliners in the establishment created the National
Accountability Bureau as a front organisation to politically re-
engineer Pakistan’s direction. It used different persons for the
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purpose, including Mr. Leghari, Mr. Sharif and Mr. Musharraf.
Therefore, the cases continued even after the regimes changed.

Q. Why were red notices issued against you and your spouse?
How do you see the government’s move to have your assets
in the US, the UAE and elsewhere seized?

Ans. All these moves are being made to detract attention from the
institutionalised corruption of the regime.

Q. What's your party’s stance on cooperating with the MMA?

Ans. The nature of "cooperation” should be defined before a
comment can be made. Within the framework of the ARD we
are prepared to cooperate with all other political parties to
banish dictatorship from the country.

Q. What should be Pakistan’s role in the stand-off between the
US and Iran?

Ans. Pakistan should seek to use its influence with both countries to
bring about a political settlement.

[The Dawn] [July 16, 2006]
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THE RICH HAVE FUN WHILE THE SHIP
SINKS A BUDGET CRITIQUE

akistan is witnessing a worrying economic and social divide.
There is a growing disparity between the rich and the poor and
between the powerful and the powerless. '

For the rich, the military dictatorship’s high economic growth is a
major boon. It means bullish stock markets, booming property
prices, and easier bank loans. For the asset-less poor, the recent
surge in economic growth is a bane. Prices for essential goods are
higher —and purchasing power lower in real terms. Pakistan, in the
words of the economist Mahbub-ul-Hag, is like a titanic where the
rich are having fun but the ship is sinking down.

These growing economic imbalances threaten to rip apart the
social fabric of society. If unchecked, they can deepen ethnic
cleavages in a country plagued by militarisation of North Waziristan
and Balochistan and a growing sense of alienation in the provinces.

This story of growth and inequality, stark poverty amidst obscene
luxury is reminiscent of the 1960s and the so-called "decade of
development” under General Ayub Khan.

The divisive economic policies of General Ayub’s era sparked a
nation-wide protest and ultimately culminated in Pakistan’s
dismemberment in 1971. Now another military dictator follows
similar  policies of economic exploitation of the poor,
disempowerment of the citizens and faces a rising rebellion in
Pakistan’s largest province.

Last year, the general price level (measured by the consumer price
index) rose by 9.30 per cent. This is the largest annual increase in the
last eight years. Over three years, oil prices went up by nearly 70 per
cent affecting all aspects of daily life from transportation costs to
goods prices.

The military dictatorship’s economic mismanagement resulted in
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record increases in the prices of edible items including pulses, sugar,
vegetables and cooking oil. Such soaring prices played havoc on the
monthly budget of fixed income groups.

In the developed world, food prices remained constant. Take the
case of United Kingdom where there was no significant increase in
the price of milk, oil, poultry, sugar and other items of daily
consumption during the last six years.

The Pakistani media rightly highlighted the dramatic increase in
food prices. Such price rises transform into real lives with children
going hungry because their parents cannot afford the sky-rocketing
prices and with increasing malnutrition amongst both young and
old. Yet the dictatorship turned to the utility store concept begun by
the PPP. The PPP did set up the utility stores but it never saw them
as a subslitute for deficit reduction and curbing price control. Four
hundred utility stores cannot go far in a country with a population
of nearly 160 million people.

Ensuring price stability requires good governance. It requiires
steps to stop hoarding, improve supply networks, reduce the role of
middle men, and control business cartels.

Sugar prices nearly doubled in the last six months. The Public
Accounts Committee held selected sugar mills responsible involving
influential sugar barons in the federal cabinet.

However, when it comes to nabbing sugar hoarders and business
cartels whose misdeeds impoverish millions of ordinary citizens,
there is a criminal silence. The law is helpless in eradicating
corruption since the loyalty of the corrupt is crucial to sustaining the
military regime. The country’s entire accountability apparatus is
geared towards keeping one unelected leader in office.

A misplaced focus on expenditures rather than outcomes

The regime claims to increase pro-poor expenditures through
increased subsidies and higher development spending. Greater
allocations for development are welcome but who will finance these
expenditures and how will they reach the poor?

First, there is a distinction between allocations and actual
expenditures. The Musharraf regime regularly failed to utilise
amounts allocated for development. Sometimes as much as fifty per
cent was unutilised. One chief minister left 70 per cent of the
development expenditure unutilised. During last year's first nine
months, the NWEFP spent only 38.7 per cent of its annual
development budget. A higher development allocation does not
necessarily mean higher actual expenditures.

Second, given defence expenditure and debt servicing (with more
and more loans being taken) fiscal space is limited. By the middle of
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the financial year development spending is reduced. This is the
second reason why higher allocations do not necessarily make
higher expenditures.

Third, the relationship between expenditures and outcomes is not
automatic. Examples abound of hospitals without doctors, ghost
schools, missing teachers, political patronage, centralised
management structures and widespread corruption in education
and health departments. In fact, when public resources are
channelled through dysfunctional public institutions they rarely
reach intended beneficiaries. '

Fourth, these higher development expenditures need financing. If
new resources are raised through domestic borrawing, they translate
into tomorrow’s greater debt liabilities which further burdern the
weak and downtrodden sections of society.

The poor need a level playing field that ensures socio-economic
justice to all. Despite promises of "enlightened moderation”, the
military regime’s managers refuse to change an unequal and unjust
system that locks people in a perpetual cycle of poverty. It is a
system that taxes the poor and subsidises the rich, a system that
keeps ordinary people hostage to the interests of a narrow elite.

Social protection - too little, too late

The budget includes a 15 per cent dearness allowance for
government employees, a modest increase in pensions, reduced
income tax rates for the salaried class and an increase in the
minimum wage. These well-intentioned steps cannot relieve the
financial pressures on the poor. Few of Pakistan's people have
formal sector employment to take benefit of these schemes.

The budget launched an employment scheme based on personal
loans granted through the National Bank of Pakistan. This scheme is
unlikely to resolve chronic unemployment in Pakistan. Employment
comes through revival of the industrial sector and a fundamental
change in national priorities. While masses of young people look for
a remunerative job, retired military officers take over civilian
positions. These are jobs that could help thousands of families but
are used to give a second income to retired military personnel.

Social protection in Pakistan is grossly inadequate. Even on
generous accounts, the country spends less than 1 % of GDP on
social protection.

Last year, expenses of both the Prime Minister’s House and the
President’s House exceeded their annual budgetary allocation. The
Prime Minister’s House spent twice as much as originally allocated!
The new army General Headquarters in Islamabad, including
mansions and luxury clubs for top military bureaucrats, will cost a
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whopping $ 2.4 billion dollars.
Defending frontiers or defending the real estate?

To balance the budget, the increase in development expenditures
should have been offset by cutting non-development expenditures.
Instead, a raise of about Rs. 27 billion in defence spending was
announced.

Moreover, the Public Accounts Committee found last month that
over Rs. 35 billion in military pensions were paid from the civilian
budget!

This is strategic fudging to prevent the ratio of defence
expenditures to GDP rising.

At a time when sixty per cent of the people live on two dollars or
less a day, when poverty, hunger and unemployment is rising,
solidarity with the people could have been demonstrated by
reducing perks for the top military brass. This was not done.

The democratic political parties have a record of a strong
commitment to defence requirements. But there is a difference
between defence requirement and financing lavish life styles for the
top brass. The Charter of Democracy signed on May 14, 2006 calls for
transparency in defence spending. It is, therefore, important that the
military regime allows a healthy parliamentary discussion on the
uses for defence allocations.

Privatising the future

It was the vision and hard work of Quaid-e-Awam Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Shaheed that Pakistan invested in public sector corporations
including the Steel Mills. The PPP governments invested in the
infrastructure of the country building amongst others the
Karakorum Highway, Port Qasim, Heavy Mechanical Factory,
Heavy Engineering Factory, Saindak Project, Ormara Naval Base,
Pasni and Gwadar ports, the oil refinery, power projects, fertiliser,
cement, sugar and other plants.

While the state’s involvement in public corporations was
overstretched, a rushed, non-transparent privatisation fails to protect
the rights of ordinary workers. Most recently this was witnessed in
the controversial sale of the Pakistan Steel Mills. Moreover,
hundreds of thousands of workers in privatised entities face an
uncertain future. The regime must ensure they are able to sustain a
secure livelihood for themselves and their children,

The budget mysteriously refrains from providing information on
the actual use of privatisation proceeds. The concern is that the
military dictatorship has used privatisation proceeds for budget
deficit reduction purposes. That would be a shame for far more
necessary is the need to retire the national debt. This is what the PPP
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government did, becoming the first in history to repay principal debt
and lower the debt burden on the unborn generation. -

While children sleep hungry and parents cannot find work, the
harsh reality of life under the military dictatorship is a stinging
rebuke of the inability of unrepresentative systems to. deliver
economic emancipation to their people.

{fune 18, 2006]
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QUAID-E-AWAM ___ THE LEADER OF
THE PEOPLE

Q uaid-e-Awam Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Shaheed’s martyrdom

anniversary on April 4 falls at a time when Pakistan is faced
with a critical situation. | ' :

The dark shadow of military dictatorship clouds the paolitical
horizon and spawns fissiporous tendencies striking at the solidarity
of the country. Rocket launchers and bomb blasts kill innocents
while the mlhtary is involved in operations.against its own people

The rise of the suicide bomber and armed struggle is reminiscent
of an earlier military dictatorship. The tyranny of General Zia’s
brutal military rule led to the kalashnikov culture where young men
picked up automatic weapons. That culture has reasserted itself
under the present military dictatorship of General Musharraf. Except
the weapons are more dangerous than the . kalashnikovs of
yesterday.

The country has learnt through tragic ]essons of history that each
military dictatorship leads to national loss, culture of lawlessness,
corruption, nepotism, political persecution, misgovernance and
neglect of areas that directly affects the lives of the citizens of the
country. i

A small elite benefit from lhe rentier menhhty of the mlhtary
dlctatorshlp which rents out Pakistan’s real estate in return for
power and hundreds of millions of non- budgetary support which
often énds up commg in suitcases. This creates a climate thre
tragically some have taken to calling bin Laden “the best fmance
minister Pakistan has” due to hundreds of millions of non-
budgetary support that comes for his capture. They argue that while
the money may not come directly to the people of Pak1st'm it would

“trickle down".

The supporters of the military dictatorship often point out Hml
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when the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan ended, the west “turned
its back” on Pakistan. By this they mean the suitcase politics ended
and the non-budgetary support dried up. It appears that they wish
to convey that when the war against terrorism ends, the non-
budgetary support would dry up too. That creates a vested interest
for stoking the fires that enable Islamabad to emerge as a "strategic”
player.

Although we are the closest allies, under the nose of the
dictatorship, Taliban forces have reorganised, reasserted themselves
and ensured they dispense their form of "justice” in parts of the tribal
areas of Pakistan. Neighbouring Afghanistan complains they are
destabilising the country and has given a dossier to Islamabad.
Instead of examining the dossier, Islamabad chose to use harsh
language against Afghanistan and accused its leadership of being
"oblivious” to the ground situation.

One could argue that it was Islamabad that was “oblivious” to the
ground situation except that too many cynics believe that the regime
is not oblivious but choosing to ensure its political survival and
economic self-interest.

President Bush came to Pakistan to see whether General
Musharraf was still as committed to the war against terrorism as he
was after 9/11 and found he was. Musharraf in turn was apologetic
about the "slippages" that had occurred.

However, the question that comes to the fore is how credible that
apology can be. The military dictatorship knows fully well, having
learnt this from the departure of CENTO, SEATO and the Soviet
occupation, that without a “strategic threat” the raison d'etre of
military dictatorship as well as the unaccountable non-budgetary
amounts would dry up. Do they want that? Would they want that?

The non-budgetary support is reported to be in the region of nine
hundred million dollars annually. That amount is almost equal to
the cotton export of the country. It amounts to significant flows of
external support for a country that is additionally getting another
five hundred million dollars in budgetary support.

To consolidate its hold on power, the military dictatorship has
ruthlessly targeted the mainstream political parties through horse-
trading, coercion and inducements. However, they have failed to
deceive the people, who are the children of the democratic dream of
Quaid-e-Azam and Quaid-e-Awam, into abandoning the
mainstream parties. Undeterred by this, the military dictatorship is
now seeking to crush the moderate forces in Balochistan, Pakistan’s
largest province. The suppression of the nationalist Baloch tribes
plays into the hands of the bearded and non-bearded leadership that
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QUAID-E-AWAM ___ THE LEADER OF
THE PEOPLE

Q uaid-e-Awam  Zulfikar Ali, Bhutto Shaheed’s martyrdom
anniversary on April 4 falls at a time when Pakistan is faced
with a critical situation. N :

The dark shadow of military dictatorship clouds the political
horizon and spawns fissiporous tendencies striking at the solidarity
of the country. Rocket launchers and bomb blasts kill mnocents
while the mllltary is involved in operations against its own peoplc

The rise of the suicide bomber and armed struggle is reminiscent
of an earlier military dictatorship. The tyranny of General Zia’s
brutal military rule led to the kalashnikov culture where young men
picked up automatic weapons. That culture has reasserted itself
under the present military dictatorship of General Musharraf. Except
the weapons are more dangerous than the. kalashnikovs of

yesterday.

The country has learnt through traglc lessons of history that e'ach
military dictatorship leads to national loss, culture of lawlessness,
corruptlon nepotism, political persecution, misgovernance and
neglect of areas that directly affects the lives of the citizens of the
country. ' '

A small elite benefit from the rentler mentahtv of the mlhtar\
dictatorship which rents out Paklstans real estate in return for
power and hundreds of millions of non-budgetary support which
often ends up coming in suitcases. This creates a climate w here
tragically some have taken to calling bin Laden “the best fmance
minister Pakistan has” due to hundreds of millions of non-
budgetary support that comes for his capture. They argue that while
the money may not come directly to the people of Pakistan, it would
"trickle down".

The supporters of the military dictatorship often point out thal
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when the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan ended, the west "turned
its back” on Pakistan. By this they mean the suitcase politics ended
and the non-budgetary support dried up. It appears that they wish
to convey that when the war against terrorism ends, the non-
budgetary support would dry up too. That creates a vested interest
for stoking the fires that enable Islamabad to emerge as a "strategic”
player.

Although we are the closest allies, under the nose of the
dictatorship, Taliban forces have reorganised, reasserted themselves
and ensured they dispense their form of "justice” in parts of the tribal
areas of Pakistan. Neighbouring Afghanistan complains they are
destabilising the country and has given a dossier to Islamabad.
Instead of examining the dossier, Islamabad chose to use harsh
language against Afghanistan and accused its leadership of being
"oblivious" to the ground situation.

One could argue that it was Islamabad that was "oblivious" to the
ground situation except that too many cynics believe that the regime
is not oblivious but choosing to ensure its political survival and
economic self-interest.

President Bush came to Pakistan to see whether General
Musharraf was still as committed to the war against terrorism as he
was after 9/11 and found he was. Musharraf in turn was apologetic
about the "slippages" that had occurred.

However, the question that comes to the fore is how credible that
apology can be. The military dictatorship knows fully well, having
learnt this from the departure of CENTO, SEATO and the Soviet
occupation, that without a "strategic threat” the raison d'etre of
military dictatorship as well as the unaccountable non-budgetary
amounts would dry up. Do they want that? Would they want that?

The non-budgetary support is reported to be in the region of nine
hundred million dollars annually. That amount is almost equal to
the cotton export of the country. It amounts to significant flows of
external support for a country that is additionally getting another
five hundred million dollars in budgetary support.

To consolidate its hold on power, the military dictatorship has
ruthlessly targeted the mainstream political parties through horse-
trading, coercion and inducements. However, they have failed to
deceive the people, who are the children of the democratic dream of
Quaid-e-Azam and Quaid-e-Awam, into abandoning the
mainstream parties. Undeterred by this, the military dictatorship is
now seeking to crush the moderate forces in Balochistan, Pakistan’s
largest province. The suppression of the nationalist Baloch tribes
plays into the hands of the bearded and non-bearded leadership that
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relies on religion or the military for its support. Another dangerous
vacuum is being created in yet another part of the country.

The price of “rentier politics” is alienation, divisiveness and the
threat of an implosion that could strike at the very territorial
integrity of Pakistan.

It happened before. The disempowerment of the people of
Pakistan resulted in the disintegration of the country and the
emergence of Bangladesh. West Pakistan was threatened with break-
up but Quaid-e-Awam Shaheed Bhutto saved the country through
his popular support and his empowerment of the people and the
provinces. When Quaid-e-Awam Shaheed Bhutto was unjustly
killed, the country was once again in turmoil. Sindh threatened to
separate. The Baloch leaders were sitting in Kabul. Once again it was
the leadership of the Pakistan People’s Party which saved the
country through honest dispensation to people and provinces. The
Baloch and Pakhtoon leaders were invited back from Kabul, given
amnesty, they contested elections, development funds were made
available and the country re-integrated.

However, since military academies are forced to re-write history
to ensure that its dictators are repackaged as knights in shining
armour, memory remained short. The drunken rule of General
Yayha Khan was exonerated from the military mind as the cause of
national disintegation. Blame was placed on the politicians who
were out of power and, therefore, powerless to take the decisions
that led to disintegration. So too was the tyranny of General Zia
whitewashed to paint him as a mard-e-momin (man of faith). His
rape of the constitution, hanging of an elected prime minister,
creation of sectarian and ethnic violent groups and emptying of the
treasury were buried. Instead the politicians were blamed to pave
the way once again for another military ruler.

It was during the rule of the present military dictatorship that
advertisements were taken out for nuclear export and a ship
intercepted on its way to Libya with cargo to assist in nuclear
proliferation. Although the nuclear scientist Qadeer Khan chose to
confess sole responsibility and fall on his sword to protect others, the
damage to national interest was done. India is given nuclear energy
packages that Islamabad cannot dream of. As President Bush put it,
India and Pakistan are two different countries with two different
histories. Yet in 1947 they were cut from the same cloth and Pakistan
had parity with India.

Quaid-e-Awam opposed the "rentier" mentality that lies at the
heart of military dictatorships and creates the crises that damage
national integrity as well as impoverish the people of Pakistan. He
believed that Pakistan’s true wealth lay in its people. He took
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Pakistan from the bullock age to. the atomic age. He broke the
shackles of ignorance by building universities across the country and
opened their doors to the young. He gave hope to the millions of
Pakistanis living in poverty by telling them that it was not birth or
class but hard work and knowledge that would determine their
future. He created a new middle class and sent Pakistanis overseas
to work. They were welcomed with open arms because Islamabad’s
standing reached the skies. In sharp contrast, the presentation of a,
Pakistani passport at an immigration desk today, sadly, too often
means suspicion.

As Balochistan burns, Taliban strength grows in the- tribal areas,
earthquake victims struggle to survive, innocent civilians are killed,
the elite celebrate while the poor sweat, the internal contradictions
grow greater. There is a stark need to revert to the democratic legacy
of the greatest leaders of Pakistan, namely Quaid-e-Azam and his.
political son Quaid-e-Awam to avert the danger of a failed:state.

The military regime, unfortunately; is still building castles in the
air. According to reports, it still -conspires at rigging elections to
deny the pegple their right to choose a government of their choice.
Attempts are made to offer the main-stream parties, either the
governments of Sindh or Punjab in return for presidential support
and re-alignment with the political erphans who make up the ruling
party. The real intent is to'break the opposition alliance and continue.
with a.structure that was erected in 2002 and which has failed to
meet the needs of reform or institution building.

Recently, Alexander Haig came, on television where he described
General Musharraf as an endangered species. The reasons that great
nations build great institutions is because. they-realise that greatness
lies.in enduring structures that-are immortal and not in individuals
who will have their time on the stage and then move on.

In Quaid-e-Awam Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, a colossus of a leader,
Pakistan was fortunate to have a people’s hero who studied history
and knew the lessons of history. He picked up the pieces of residual
Pakistan and.energised it with investments all the way from' the
Karakorum Highway to the Bin Qasim Port. He built the Heavy
Mechnical :Complex, gave Pakistan the Mushak: aircraft, health and
education, ‘jobs 'for. the youth, dignity to the: women who were
inducted into the foreign service and the judiciary, labour rights,
land ‘reforms, habeous.corpus and' most importantly the unanimous
federal, democratic, egalitarian and people’s constitution of 1973
with . provincial aptonomy. Quaid-e-Awam brought back 90,000
prisoners of war, prevented their war crime trials, and also restored
territorty lost:to. West Pakistan on the battle-field. He laid the
foundation for an enduring and honourable relationship with India
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on the basis of the Simla Agreement. He negotiated with President
Daud of Afghanistan the signing of the Durand Line as a border
between Afghanistan and Pakistan but was overthrown before it
was signed. He emancipated the people from ignorance and
backwardness and hosted the Islamic Summit at Lahore where
President Arafat was recognised as the sole leader of the Palestinians
paving the way for the establishment of the Palestinian National
Authority.

Quaid-e-Awam did not believe that the strength of a party came
from the name of a political leader. He believed that the strength of
the party came from the masses. When he launched the Pakistan
People’s Party in 1967, it did not have any famous names. General
Musa made fun of the PPP claiming that it had only "rickshawalas
and tongawalas”. The people of the country did not care for the
famous names. They wanted to end military dictatorship and the
drawing-room politics where a small elite belonging to the
bureaucracy and security decided the destiny of the nation through
their subservient puppets. The people said that they would vote for
the PPP even if it gave a ticket to a lamp-post because they wanted
to take change of their lives. The people of the country, whether
professionals, presiding officers, returning officers, election
commission officials, ordinary citizens or on election duty, police
duty, military duty, judicial duty saw the elections of 1970 as a
clarion call to end military rule. They refused to rig elections. They
voted for PPP under the leadership of Quaid-e-Awam. The electicn
victory was a triumph of people’s power washing away all the so-
called big names of politics in freedom's tidal wave of triumph.

Today Pakistan has to battle terrorists, extremists, militants,
suicide bombers, Taliban, insurgency in Balochistan, reform
madaris, improve the judiciary, the police service, the military,
protect women and minorities, address the problems of the youth,
ensure labour and peasant rights while dreaming of bringing the
twenty-first century from backward tribal areas to the sea shores and
dusty villages of the land.

A country that launched the world of modernity in the region in
the seventies introducing radios and passports for every citizen and
which launched the telecommunication revolution as well as the
policies of information technology, deregulation, decentralisation
and privitisation in Pakistan in 1988, with its success being copied in
South and West Asia, has the capacity to once again transform its
society from crisis to capability.

And to do that it must turn to the message of Quaid-e-Awam, the
torch-bearer of the legacy of Quaid-e-Azam who believed in true
enlightenment based on representative institutions, anchored in
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justice and born with the zeal to serve the working classes, the
middle classes and all the people of Pakistan.

He who gave his blood and the blood of his sons, both from his
party and his family, knew that there can be no sacrifice greater than
the sacrifice for the people whose respect, honour and dignity is the
respect honour and dignity of the nation.

Even though Quaid-e-Awam was sentenced on a trumped up
charge, today, as millions pay him tribute across the world, his name
shines and inspires whereas those of his opponents is forgotten. His
supporters pay him tribute although more than two decades have
passed since he was taken away from this world in 1979 on the same
day as the Jesus Christ was crucified.

Quaid-e-Awam made the people proud of themselves and of their
nation. As his followers say, "Zinda Hai Bhutto, Zinda Hai" — Bhutto
lives, he lives.

Indeed he does, in the heart of all those who dream of a better
tomorrow.

[April 4, 2006]
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PAKISTAN AND THE WAR AGAINST
TERROR

T he senseless catastrophe that struck America on September 11,
2001 continues to echo across the globe.

It would seem that the world is moving perilously close to the
clash of civilisations predicted a generation ago by Professor Samuel
Huntington. The question before us, and before the world, is
whether the path to catastrophe can be avoided and whether the
clash of civilisations is reversible.

Much of our ability to avert the clash of civilisations lies in
learning the lessons of history. Patience and perseverance are
required to uphaul political systems that disempower people in this
the twenty-first century. Short-term solutions could lead to
blowback. Pakistan is an example of a nation where the forces of
tyranny, terrorism, proliferation and a militant interpretation of
Islam by the margins mingle to create a difficult challenge.

The international community decided to throw its weight behind
Pakistan's military dictator following the terrorist attack on the
World Trade Center. It was the right decision to take given the
context. There are worries though that the inability of the
international community to facilitate Pakistan’s transition to civilian
and democratic rule could undermine its objectives in the long run.

It is a well-known secret that there is sympathy for bin Laden,
Taliban and Arab fighters amongst Pakistan’s military and clerical
class. These were the two organisations used to train the mujahideen
against the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. Following the
withdrawal of the Soviets, the mujahideen went on to become in
large parts the Taliban and al-Qaeda.

Pakistan’s military dictatorship has resulted in the domination of
the country’s political, financial and social class by the dominant
military. It has also seen the rise of the religious parties. The
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religious parties are public friends of bin Laden and Mullah Omar.
They have filled the vacuum caused by the military regime’s
determination to sideline the genuine representatives of the people.

Withdrawal of the military from the political affairs remains a key
concern of international policy makers as well as the people of
Pakistan. Pakistan’s present military ruler, General Musharraf,
vested the presidency with enormous constitutional powers. These
constitutional changes amounted to creating a civilian dictator. It
was argued that an all powerful president would help facilitate the
withdrawal of the army to the barracks and prevent the recurrence
of martial law in the country.

This has not happened. In December 2004, after receiving signals
that General Musharraf wanted to keep his military post of army
chief, the parliament passed a bill enabling him to be both president
and army chief.

A mulitary president in Pakistan, Washington’s key ally, sends the
wrong message to one billion Muslims regarding the reasons for the
war against terror. President Bush called this a war for the values of
freedom. Prime Minister Blair said this was not a war between
religions but against oppression and tyranny. The democratisation
of Pakistan is important to the war against terrorism, to the
interpretation of Islam as a message of freedom and enlightenment
as well as to the empowerment of the people of Pakistan.

It is difficult to shake the haunting image of the Twin Towers and
three thousand innocent victims, collapsing under the weight of
hate. We live in an age traumatised by terror.

Today 1 see a Muslim world in flux. Children of two divergent
education systems reach positions of power and responsibility.
Many of the children of affluent, middle class families in the Muslim
world studied in state-run schools are children of societies
shadowed by dictatorship. Often, as in the case of Pakistan, they
grew up under a ruthless dictatorship that used the intelligence
services to imprison, torture and shoot citizens for their political
views. People in Pakistan were whipped or shot at for holding a
protest demonstration calling for the restoration of democracy.

Even as political freedoms were denied, economic and social
successes remained a distant dream. More often than not,
unemployment, poverty, malnutrition and injustice destroyed lives.
Society was often governed by the whim of the rulers rather than by
a set of rules. This led to frustration and discontent amongst
ordinary people.

The mainstream political parties were banned and stopped from
freely functioning. The avenue for the embittered, frustrated youth
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was often only the mosque where they gathered for prayers.

Clerics, fearful of speaking against the dictator, would speak
against those who supported the dictator — and often this was the
West. Unable to directly vent the frustration felt by the domestic
constituency, they would speak against the policies outside the
country. Thus a post World War II generation, which one could call
the cold war generation, grew up hearing about denial of
nationhood to Palestine, lack of self-determination to Kashmir, the
denial of autonomy to the Chechens. They learnt of past Muslim
glory based on conquest and war. They learned little or nothing
about the Muslim renaissance which saw giant leaps forward in
medicine, astronomy, mathematics, literature and science based on
education and rational discourse. They imbibed the lesson that a
return to the simple, austere life of the past could once again
rekindle the courage and passion that saw Islam sweep across
continents and spread its message far and wide. The theocratic state,
disciplined under a single religious figure, was presented as the path
to victory — victory against the temptations of the soul, victory
against the injustices perpetuated by bigger powers, victory against
lawlessness at home.

It is this embittered generation that must be rescued with an
alternative political model to that of the theocratic state. The fight for
freedom is a fight for values that can build a pluralistic world free of
discrimination on the basis of race, religion or gender.

When the terrorists targeted the World Trade Center, they tried to
destroy a symbol of pluralism. At the World Trade Center, there
were men and women, working side by side as equals. There were
Muslims, Christians, Jews and Hindus working together to build
worldwide trade and communication and cooperation.

Modernity, diversity and democracy are the fanatics’ worst fears.
They confuse the message to prevent Muslim people from learning
that diversity ensures that cultural and religious identity remains
intact.

Whatever their alleged goals, there is no defence or justification in
Islam for their barbaric conduct.

Their actions contradict the teachings of the Muslim Prophet
(PBUH) who said to Muslims that even during war, ‘Do not cheat or
commit treachery, nor should you mutilate or kill children, women
or old men.’

It is ironic that despite the strong commitment to democracy, most
Muslims are living in dictatorships. Much as the people of the
communist world were in the past, so too are the Muslim people
hostages in authoritarian regimes all around the world today.
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Islam is committed to universal education and literacy. The very
first word of the Holy Book Quran is "read."

Yet a Muslim past replete with the finest universities and research
centres of rational discourse is now part of history.

Islam is committed to the equality of women in society. The wife
of Islam’s Prophet (PBUH) was herself a proud workingwoman.

As a Muslim woman who grew up believing that modernity and
religion are compatible, it distresses me to see women discriminated
against in different aspects of life including the right to choose their
marital partner.

In this the twenty-first century, women in parts of the Muslim
world are witnessing the re-emergence of a tribal custom that
permits male family members to kill a woman who marries without
their permission. This most dishonourable murder is called
ironically an "honour killing".

Islam flourished in its early days with a commitment to trade and
commerce. But today trade and commerce are often tangled in a web
of government regulations denying ordinary Muslims opportunity
of entrepreneurship.

Muslim countries are in search of leaders that can revive the
values of Islam by reintroducing the politics of consensus and
compromise which lie at the heart of democratic values. Such values
have nothing to do with terrorism. Terrorism cannot be justified by
any argument.

Unfortunately many Muslim countries, including Indonesia,
Pakistan, the Phillipines had long histories of authoritarian rule. In
the twentieth century some argued that authoritarianism could
produce a professional middle class facilitating democratic reform.
They cited the Asian tigers as examples.

Others argued that the rise of the lawlessness and terrorism was a
consequence of a generation that saw power come from the use of
force. By suspending the majesty of law, by taking over by force, by
ruling through repression, military dictators and authoritarian rulers
gave birth to the culture of obtaining power through violence.

To undermine terrorism, violence, brutality and barbarism, it is
necessary to stress the values of democracy, pluralism, the rule of
law, justice, equality and the empowerment of all citizens. The
Muslim people need models of political development that enhance
the dignity of the individual and the prosperity of the nation.

We must fight a war on terrorism and simultaneously fight an
equally critical war on the political manipulation of religion and
against the regressive forces of totalitarianism.

The terrorists who attack America aim to establish theocracies of
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ignorance to manipulate for their own political ends. They are the
enemies of all humanity.

The world is threatened but a military response is only part of the
solution to the problem of terrorism and the growing divide
between the Muslim and non-Muslim world.

The instability of the Iragi occupation, the exploitation of the
situation in Iraq by the remnants of Saddam’s dictatorship and
Osama’s terrorists, the continuing instability in Afghanistan, the
unresolved situation in the Middle East between Israelis and
Palestinians, and the tragedy of Kashmir impact upon the people in
the street. No one knows when the masses can become a mob and
that mob strike out against anything western.

The attack on the American Embassy in Iran during the time of
Ayatollah Khomeni and the burning of the American Embassy in
Islamabad under General Zia are examples of those who would
channel hate for their myopic political ends.

The war against terror is a war that must be fought for world
safety.

We must learn from the lesson of the past, particularly the lessons
from fighting the Soviets in Afghanistan in the eighties. Then
America, Pakistan and its allies created the very Frankenstein that
now calls itself al-Qaeda. It did this by neglecting to strengthen
political moderates, by neglecting to put money into education and
infrastructure. Short-term strategies often create far more intractable
long-term problems. I am afraid we inadvertently created our own
Frankensteins.

The Taliban have been routed. The military, political and
economic control centres of the al-Qaeda are disrupted. An
oppressive Iraqgi regime has been toppled.

But the success of phase one does not mean that the war is over.
The world walked away from Afghanistan once before, in the past,
after the defeat of the Soviets in 1989. That political miscalculation
sowed the seeds of the tragedy of the Taliban and the al-Qaeda and
most regrettably, the events of September 11th, 2001.

The overall policy of standing against Soviet aggression in
Afghanistan was right. Yet the early to arm, train, supply and
legitimise the most extreme fanatics sowed the seeds for the twenty-
first century terrorism that is now swirling around us.

The fundamental mistake, contributing to a long-term historical
calamity, was that we were not consistently committed to the values
of freedom, democracy and self-determination that ultimately
undermine and belie the basic tenets of terrorism.

We must not repeat that mistake again.
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Just as democracies do not make war, democracies also do not
sponsor international terrorism.

Let us remember that building a moderate, stable and democratic
political structure in Afghanistan would have marginalised the
Taliban ‘and the Osamas of this world well before they had
unleashed their war against the people of Afghanistan and the
people of the United States.

The international community has danced with dictators in the
past, with tragic results. I pray that it is not making the same mistake
today on the nuclear. subcontinent. Now that the US presidential
elections are over, I would like to see President Bush lead the
international community in building an opportunity for Pakistan's
transition to democratic rule. Pakistan's military ruler could be
encouraged to open up a sincere and substantive dialogue with the
democratic forces and to end judicial abuse and political harassment.

Fresh party-based elections, open to all parties and personalities,
with international monitors, an independent Election Commission,
electoral modalities that are transparent and a count that is
immediate, open and accurately reflects the sentiments of the people
could settle issues of legitimacy and governance which now
complicate Pakistan’s social and economic challenges. Such an
election could put Pakistan back into the comity of democratic
nations.

Recently, the world learned that scientists in charge of Islamabad's
nuclear weapons programme were clandestinely selling nuclear
secrets to North Korea, Iran and Libya. Dr. A. Q. Khan, the chief
scientist became the fall guy for the operation. He came on television
to confess his guilt. That very evening he was pardoned and allowed
to keep the assets obtained through the illicit nuclear sales.

Meanwhile Osama bin Laden’s biographer claimed that Osama
told him he had access to two dirty bombs.

Two assassination attempts on General Musharraf demonstrate
the thin thread on which the alliance with Islamabad is built.

For me, the democratic forces of Pakistan are the tiny ripples of
hope that will coalesce to end authoritarianism and brmg the
promise of democracy to Pakistan.

For now, elements in Pakistan exploit the war on terror to protect
a military dictatorship. A military dictatorship suits them. It
undermines the international community’s commitment to
democracy in the context of Iraq and Afghanistan. It alienates the
people of Pakistan and Muslim youth across the Muslim world.

This February, Fox television asked me whether bin Laden would
be captured before the American presidential elections. 1 replied
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with a categoric "No". The elements that need dictatorship in
Pakistan need bin Laden and Taliban. They know that the
international community's short-term decision on strategic grounds
to support dictatorship would erode once bin Laden was caught or
Taliban weakened.

In the war against terrorism, I believe the greatest protection of
freedom from terrorists comes: from replacing dictatorships with
governments responsible to the people, governments based on the
values of democracy and liberty.

History has taught us the very hard lesson that when the world
turns against democracy, it turns against itself. A democratic
Pakistan is the world’s best guarantee of the triumph of moderation

and modernity among one billion Muslims at the crossroads of our
history.

[December 10, 2004]
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MAJOR MILITARY CHANGES IN
PAKISTAN

R eturning from a long overseas visit, Pakistan’s military ruler

announced a flurry of high level military changes. Now the top
military positions are occupied by officers much more junior to
General Musharraf himself. In that sense, the changes ought to give
General Musharraf more confidence in his control of the armed
forces.

Pakistan’s armed forces have traditionally been highly
disciplined. Even the U-turns in foreign policy have not impacted
upon the iron discipline of the armed forces. Although much was
made of the involvement of a few junior officers in assassination
attempts on the military and political leadership of the country since
it joined the war against terror, the reality was that the armed forces
remained loyal to their chief and disciplined to their institution.

With the changes, all serving three-star generals above the rank of
brigadier owe their rank and position to General Musharraf.
Interestingly, those with political duties, such as generals Akram,
Hafeez and Ehtishaam, were largely left out of the promotions
ladder. Whether this was done inadvertently or deliberately, it
follows a pattern that some new democracies adopted during
transitional periods.

The first impact on the high level army changes will be on the
issue of Pakistarl’s transition to civilian rule.

Presently, General Musharraf holds both the positions of chief of
army staff as well as the powerful presidency. If the changes give
General Musharraf a greater sense of confidence, he is more likely to
facilitate civilian rule by taking off his uniform in the coming
months. Alternatively, he might feel overconfident and decide to
keep the uniform dispensing with public sentiments.

Facilitating civilian rule by bifurcating the positions of president

Amariyat Yaa Jamhoriat; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




with a categoric "No". The elements that need dictatorship in
Pakistan need bin Laden and Taliban. They know that the
international community's short-term decision on strategic grounds
to support dictatorship would erode once bin Laden was caught or
Taliban weakened.

In the war against terrorism, I believe the greatest protection of
freedom from terrorists comes: from replacing dictatorships with
governments responsible to the people, governments based on the
values of democracy and liberty.

History has taught us the very hard lesson that when the world
turns against democracy, it turns against itself. A democratic
Pakistan is the world’s best guarantee of the triumph of moderation
and modernity among one billion Muslims at the crossroads of our
history.

[December 10, 2004]

57

Amariyat Yaa Jamhoriat; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




MAJOR MILITARY CHANGES IN
PAKISTAN

R eturning from a long overseas visit, Pakistan’s military ruler

announced a flurry of high level military changes. Now the top
military positions are occupied by officers much more junior to
General Musharraf himself. In that sense, the changes ought to give
General Musharraf more confidence in his control of the armed
forces.

Pakistan’s armed forces have traditionally been highly
disciplined. Even the U-turns in foreign policy have not impacted
upon the iron discipline of the armed forces. Although much was
made of the involvement of a few junior officers in assassination
attempts on the military and political leadership of the country since
it joined the war against terror, the reality was that the armed forces
remained loyal to their chief and disciplined to their institution.

With the changes, all serving three-star generals above the rank of
brigadier owe their rank and position to General Musharraf.
Interestingly, those with political duties, such as generals Akram,
Hafeez and Ehtishaam, were largely left out of the promotions
ladder. Whether this was done inadvertently or deliberately, it
follows a pattern that some new democracies adopted during
transitional periods.

The first impact on the high level army changes will be on the
issue of Pakistarl’s transition to civilian rule.

Presently, General Musharraf holds both the positions of chief of
army staff as well as the powerful presidency. If the changes give
General Musharraf a greater sense of confidence, he is more likely to
facilitate civilian rule by taking off his uniform in the coming
months. Alternatively, he might feel overconfident and decide to
keep the uniform dispensing with public sentiments.

Facilitating civilian rule by bifurcating the positions of president

Amariyat Yaa Jamhoriat; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




and army chief was a pledge Musharraf made a year back. In an
agreement with a grouping of religious parties, he accepted their
nominee as parliamentary leader of opposition, allowed their
government to continue in the Frontier province and accepted their
clerical qualifications to enter parliament. The six-member alliance of
religio-political parties in turn supported the constitutional changes
Musharraf demanded. These changes created a dictatorial president
armed with enormous powers over the executive, the judiciary and
the armed forces. It also brought national security issues directly
under the president making him the effective strategic commander
in the field.

However, a few months back, Mr. Musharraf ignited a debate
regarding his constitutional pledge to shed his military uniform.
Citing the war against terror, he claimed he needed the military
uniform to succeed in his efforts. Recently, there have been some
dribs and drabs arrests of al-Qaeda militants in regular sequential
order to keep the outside world placated. However, the guessing
game of whether the General will hand over the prize of Taliban
leader Mullah Omar and al-Qaeda Osama bin Laden before the US
presidential elections continues.

Nonetheless, questions were asked as to whether General
Musharraf needed to continue wearing the hat of army chief to
successfully eliminate militancy and terrorism in the country. These
questions were asked in the context of the enormous presidential
powers that make the military subservient to the powers of the
presidency. ‘

Senior retired military generals with close links to General
Musharraf as well as to the military have predicted that General
Musharraf will indeed separate the offices of the presidency and the
army chief by the end of this December.

If this prediction is correct, it means that a new round of military
changes will take place come December. Pakistan could end up with
an officer class that is distinct from the ones closely associated with
the first Afghan Jihad. That Afghan war, while noble in resisting the
Soviet occupation, witnessed the rise of the most extreme Afghan-
Arab groups that went on to form al-Qaeda and Taliban. It was a rise
with which Pakistani military officers, under orders from military
dictator General Zia, were associated.

Already some changes are visibly discernable that can go on to
have long-term effects. For example, to keep its grip on power, the
establishment created an intelligence corps in 1990. This corps
ensured that the same group of officers climbed up the promotion
ladder. As the same group of men went from junior to senior, they
carried with them similar ideological leanings, friendships,
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hostilities and networking with a group of politicians, civil servants,
businessmen and bankers. The promotions more or less went with a
major general heading the Military Intelligence before going on to
head the Inter Services Intelligence.

That mould has now been broken. Following the two
assassination attempts against him last December, General
Musharraf removed the head of Military Intelligence and appointed
his military secretary as the new head. This October, as he promoted
the head of the powerful ISI to the post of chairman joint chiefs of
staff committee, General Musharraf brought in tenth corps
commander General Kiani as the new head of ISI.

The tenth corps is extremely important. It is the corps that strikes
when a coup takes place. General Kiani was replaced with General
Satti as the new corps commander. Both these officers are from the
Punjab - a further break to the mould. There was a perception
earlier, whether true or false, that Musharraf who is Urdu speaking
was turning to officers of a similar background for promotion. That
perception is now laid to rest with the ethnically balanced
promotions. (The third important social group in the army hails
from the Frontier. It is not known whether any key appointments
from this group were made or are planned.)

Both generals Satti and Kiani, according to media reports, played
a pivotal role in investigating the conspirators in the assassin plan
against Musharraf. Their investigations led to the sensational arrests
of key players.

On the surface, General Ehsan is the only officer from the old
intelligence apparatus to have survived the promotions scale. He is
the new chairman joint chiefs of staff committee and replaces
another ISI official, General Aziz. While most people dismiss the
office of CJCS as unimportant, that perception is incorrect. The office
of CJCS is an important one which sees all secrets ciphers and
minutes of confidential meetings. It knows exactly what is
happening in the country in all the sensitive fields. Knowledge is
power and this office is one which does have power — although of a
different kind to that of an operational office.

Outgoing CJCS General Aziz was one of the key players in the
political battle that led to General Musharraf’s successful coup d'etat
in October 1999. After 9/11, he was removed from his early position
as chief of general staff along with two other officers who brought
General Musharraf to power. In removing the three men who helped
his plane land to safety in October 1999 saving his life (and giving him
the seat of power), General Musharraf re-ignited the traditions of the
Mughul rulers of undivided India. They showed a ruthlessness in
getting rid of their fathers, sons and brothers in the battle for power.
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Media reports painted General Aziz as "the most feared" who
"Musharraf projected in private sessions with American leaders as
the fundo who may take over and reverse their war against the
[slamic radicals.”

The retirement of Aziz took place calmly and in routine.

General Musharraf tried to placate the ones he relieved from the
offices they held. The former hardline head of ISI, General
Mahmood, was made head of Fauji Foundation. The rumours are
that General Aziz will be made president of Azad Kashmir.

The coveted post of vice chief of army staff went to Corps
Commander, Karachi, Lt. Gen. Ahsan Saleem Hayat. He narrowly
survived an assassination attempt by terrorists earlier. If anything
were to happen to General Musharraf before December this year,
Ahsan would become key to the future direction that Pakistan takes.

But if all goes well until December, and General Musharraf
decides to take off his uniform (as predicted by the group of
powerful retired military officials), its anybody’s guess who makes it
to chief. Certainly, the bet is on Vice Chief Ahsan by virtue of the
office he now holds - but others could be in the running.

General Musharraf plays his promotion cards close to his chest.
The military prefers promotions by seniority — but few were the
times that seniority won in the chequered history of the country.

There is an appointment principle that claims in the first eighteen
months an appointee is dependent and willing to please. After that he
must be changed to prevent the boss becoming dependent on them.

Obviously, General Musharraf would not like to be dependent on
anyone in the country, least of all from his core constituency of the
military.

[October 2004]

61

Amariyat Yaa Jamhoriat; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




THE STORY OF BENAZIR

Erom: Marvi of Malir Shah Latif

Benazir Bhutto

When the world was still to be born
When Adam was still to receive his form
Then my relationship began

When I heard the Lord’s voice

A voice sweet and clear

I said "yes" with all my heart

And formed a bond with the land I love
When all of us were one

My bond then began

An exile now by destiny

I am nearer home than my heart’s beat
I wonder: when will I be free

To return to Larkana

From dust to dust

Loved ones return

To what they were

When will I walk home from Arab lands
To my own sweet Motherland

Waiting for news in dreams and day
Waiting for messengers in dreams and day
When will the message come

Taking me from here to there
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I want the answer to my heart

I want to pass God’s test

O God, I await the messenger

Taking me to where I belong
Although the tyrants do not care
Strands of white my hair now shows
My face is gaunt with sadness

I to my people want to go

I came in the winter of repression

[ pray to return in different times

Like the joy of a seasonal rain

The people support I will reclaim.
Almighty God,

Let Mother's sickness not worsen in exile.
Trapped in a mind wanting to forget
A heart weeping for young sons killed
O let Mother first her homeland see

O where is my husband gone?
His life’s prime and his grace?
Prison walls confine him
Court rooms frustrate him
Judges are frightened

Courage has fled

Salaries are more important
Than honour for which men gave lives
Pakistan, my health is worn
My joy is gone

And yet my heart is strong

For the fight

For our people lost rights

Each day I smile for the world,
For my children and myself
They ask: when can we return?
I speak of justice fled

From hearts of men

Into the breasts of beasts

I tell them
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We will smile and we will eat

When freedom from chains is freed

I think of the poor people

A better fate they deserve

Than the military conqueror’s boots

Yet the lust for land grows

Plazas and plots for the elite lot
Government homes too

Not one but two

All on starving backs of people robbed
The sweet lands lie parched

For water people pray

The crops perish

The cattle die

The stoves grow cold

As labour is sent home

Fair Pakistan’s face is blotted

Mug shots and finger prints are demanded
Worshippers live in fear and dread
Tenants are ejected

Soldiers in snows abandoned

The poets in the mountains and the deserts
Speak of another time

When the country and the individual had respect
Before the Benazir government left

One pension is too little for some

One state, two jobs, two salaries and two pensions
For retired Khaki specials

Democracy is for those in Mufti
Dictatorship the dream of Generals in Khaki
The British left last century

Their space the Khaki filled

The Father died too quickly

In an ambulance in Karachi

One day the tyrants will depart

Public opinion will set us free

There will be dancing in the streets,

Music and song
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Laughter will fill the air

As people rejoice in their destiny
Larkana, Loved-one, I remember
The sweet scent of roses

Of fresh rain on desert sand

Of trees washed by nature’s hand
Away I live in a mansion grand
But I long to campaign

On long and rocky roads

In bumpy jeep rides

With flags and banners

With selfless zeal to change

The sad present

Into a smiling future

I want to breathe the breath

Of home,

a breath both fair and fine

My spirit is in one place

My body in another

My mind torn asunder

The Elections were so Unfair
Made of Broken Promises
Billions spent in marketing

A dictatorship as a democracy
That too unsuccessfully

The European Union called Foul
So did the Office of the Commonwealth
Boxes were filled

Ballots torn

Peoples verdict shorn

By cowards masquerading as patriots
The presidential palace is ugly

In a land with widespread poverty
Parliament has yet to dress itself
With Constitutional power

The phoenix rises from the ashes
Peoples power will be born again
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Centres of learning

[ will build for the children of the poor
Provide the aged and the young
Dignity, hope and security

We will raise buildings

Where there are deserts

And stop the weeping of the women of the land
Cry not

For change is in our hands

To reject wrong and embrace right
These days of despots will soon go

Just as other despots did

Memory for ever recalls Quaid-e-Awam
The sword of truth

Who gave his life

So we could live

With legal rights and economic security
With knowledge and opportunity

With representation and success

With peace and with progress

His name will for ever shine

Who can forget him

That historical memory embraces

For ever in its folds.

He who wore threads of fine gold

Tore them for prison cells

He who slept, in silken sheets and fed with silver spoons
Threw them aside for the darkness of the death cell
Defying death

The rulers offer comfort

In return they demand conscience
Don’t offer comfort

To history’s children

To the brave and the bold

The Kurds fought for decades

The Kashmiris do too

The Palestinians refused to surrender
In every continent
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In every era

The brave and the bold

Carved history with their bare hands
One has might

The other right

One has the sword

The other the pen

Guns rust and fall apart

Ideas live for eve‘r

Tyrant: do not offer comfort

Comfort leaves me cold

Much dearer do I hold

Marvi's ancestral shawl

Symbol of our Treasure

From Marvi I learnt

From past mystic saints

From my dear brother Shah I learnt
That handsome youth who fought another tyrant
That

Were I to breathe my last, living

Away from the home I loved

My body won’t imprison me.

Shah returned home while his soul went free
No stranger to the soil

Embracing his body in death

Making it part of the legends of our land
When his last breath came

We carried him to the hidden coolness of the desert sand
Pride and sadness mixed in our hearts
Swaying emotions

Knowing that his life was given

For a clear cause of liberation

From a Dictator’s occupation

We buried him lovingly

In the land that was his

In a sea of people

That loved him

For his life
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And for his death

Killed and yet the struggle lived

The cranes fly to their native hills

My heart longs to fly with them
Invisible chains

Hold me prisoner

The wounds of the past

Fester again

For my country and me

As I see people denied rights

Denied opportunities

Youth looking for hope

Democracy separated from the polity
Dictatorship cuts cruelly to the bone
Undermining the economy
Undermining the society

Introducing suicide

Economic suicide for those too poor to live
Political suicide for asymmetric warfare
Joy left when the stove turned cold

Joy fled when the church and hospital blew
Some sent messages

To forget about politics

To leave the people

To find happiness

They thought it foolish

That the weight of persecution

Could be borne

With a Mother ill

And children small

With the pain of exile

Of a husband separated by prison walls.
They thought it generous

To offer freedom for abandonment

The abandonment of a people, of a land
Of a struggle, of a dream

Of principles and of conscience

[ thought it wrong
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I know I will return

On a wave of peoples support

Led by the bravest Party of them all
A Party of martyrs

A Partylof struggle

A Party that serves

A Party of the people

My enemies wish I never was born
For them it was a torture and a shame
That I became

The first woman leader of a Muslim State
Crumbling centuries of control
Triumphantly proclaiming

The equality of men and women
The pristine message of Islam
Hidden under prejudice and discrimination
Destiny’s hand moves on

Writing its own tale

Of triumph and tragedies,

Of wars and peace,

Of bombs pulverising houses
Above the stench of death

Life begins again

The tide of sorrow turns

The sea of happiness awaits

The patient pray and persevere
Loved ones parted meet

Prisoners are freed

Fresh ones take their places

Or flee

Destiny’s moving finger writes on
Seasons change

Realities change

The rest is a test

.Better a life of test

Than a worthless life of rest

The land reclaims its own

When the dead die
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They live again

Becoming part of a land

Centuries old

Holding secrets

Of great civilisations

Of heroes and heroines of bygone times
Shaping history and heritage
Shaping culture

Shaping the future

Time begins

Time ends

We decide

What to do with time

The repression of retrenchment

The despair of downsizing

The evil of unemployment

Prisons hold

Those that defy dictators

Those that pay the price for freedom
Knowing the chains holding liberty will break
That the desert men

Will write of desert courage

Of integrity, loyalty and unity
Baptised in suffering

That a desert maid

Will return home

Hear the wind

It carries the message:

Of dictators that came and went

Of tyrants now particles in the sands of times
How many armies came and went
How much blood was shed
Conquests proclaimed

Kingdoms fell; Tyrants too

The desert sands speak

The desert winds whisper

Truth will triumph

The desert maid will return
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Travellers travel bringing news
Of political developments,

I hear of miseries

Of families without income

Of fear of hunger

I hear

And my own suffering retreats
Days pass

Life passes

I am shackled

To the dream of democracy
Unhappy are the days
Remember the poor and the wretched
Remember the desperate and the hopeful
Remember God’s sacred trust
The children of the land

Do hot let your conscience die
For Power and Pride

The scent of the homeland
Wafts through the ocean air
Through continents

Its insistent call

A reverberating sound
Through sunset and dawn
Calling

Through walls

Calling

Through mountains

Seeking to reclaim

Its own

To my dear ones I say

Worry not

Shed no tears

Bear no regrets

These days will pass

After night comes day

After sorrow comes joy

The daughters of the desert know
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That Destiny

Cannot Chain

The dream of a people free

Of a youth redeemed

Of a land

Where the sweet scent of justice
Fills the air

Where human rights

And economic rights

Break the prisons of poverty
Break the dungeons of disease
Far from Malir and Multan

Far from Mardan and Makran
My countrymen are far

No one can reproach them

For they stand strong

As the October elections showed
One day I will recall these days
And forget the pain

One day I will recall these days
When political storms roared
When thundering threats filled the air
One day I will recall these days
Knowing my commitment to my land
Was purified and sustained.

[ think of those exiled

from their homelands

In Los Angeles, London, Dubai
Of the days they pass

Some in despair,

Some in frustration

Some with determination

The seasons change

My face with them

Theirs too

Will my fellow villagers recognise
A face

Reflecting the seasons of fate
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Night falls

The world sleeps

Darkness fills the air

I raise both my hands

And ask my children

To raise their little hands
Marvi of Maru and Malir,

In the mists of time

She raised her hands

While the world slept

To God

Full of hope

Praying to see her homeland
Marvi,

We raise our hands

As you raised yours

To God

In hope

For the homeland

[ was born in

Buried my Father

Buried my brother

Married

Had my children

Served a Nation

Helped a people

Without telephone or electricity
Computers or emails

Polio drops or iodine

Enter the modern age

But the bullets were fired
Piercing my tall and handsome Brother
His precious blood on the pavement fell
Where once we walked

The angels came

And took him away

To my Father and my Brother
As the Martyrs watched
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In July we met

His warm embrace I recall

In the chandeliered Prime Minister’s Hall
His special goodbye as he left
His voice on the phone

When we talked

As family members do

The phone came

It spoke of bullets fired

Of Murtaza wounded

I took a plane

With Holy Book in Hand

To the Hospital where he lay
God, do not take

The brother that I love

It was too late

He was gone

Again I buried a brother

The killers buried the Government
Husband was imprisoned
Tiny children exiled

With ailing grandmother
Midnight raids and imprisonment
Torture and terror

Perjury and Perversion
Billions spent on false cases
On propaganda

Psy war and special operations
On a Mother

Courts cal liberated

With different orders

Caught flights daily

From one to the other

Lahore to Rawalpindi

Then to Karachi

The persecutors fell

In divine retribution

The military marched in
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